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Foreword:

The Char Dham Yatra occupies a unique place in Uttarakhand’s social,
cultural, and spiritual landscape. Each year, it brings together faith,
livelihood, administration, and infrastructure in a complex and demanding
setting shaped by fragile geography and unpredictable natural forces.
Managing this pilgrimage responsibly is therefore not only a matter of
facilitation, but one of long-term publicinterest.

The first Char Dham Report by SDC Foundation for the Char Dham Yatra of 2024 sought to document data
driven trends and challenges associated with the Yatra, particularly in relation to safety, environmental
stress, and governance capacity. Since its publication, the scale of the Yatra has continued to increase,
alongside visible changes in infrastructure, mobility patterns, and climatic conditions. These developments
make it necessary torevisit earlier observations and assess how systems have evolvedin practice.

This second report for the Char Dham Yatra of 2025 builds on the earlier work largely through updated
secondary data observations and media updates. It attempts to examine the Yatra not as a standalone
seasonal event, but as an ongoing administrative and ecological process that requires planning,
coordination, and institutional clarity. Particular attention has been given to issues of crowd management,
disaster preparedness, information systems, waste generation, and the cumulative impact of repeated
high footfallin ecologically sensitive zones.

The report also highlights the importance of reliable data, inter-departmental coordination, and clear
communication with pilgrims and the public. Experience over recent years suggests that reactive
responses are insufficient on their own. A more structured, anticipatory approach is required to reduce risk
and improve decision-making across Yatraroutes and settlements.

SDC Foundation presents this data driven report as a constructive contribution to ongoing discussions
among government agencies, local communities, experts, media outlets and the larger civil society. The
intention is to support informed policymaking and continuous improvement, recognising the shared
responsibility involved in sustaining both the Yatra and the Himalayan environment in which it takes place.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand
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Snapshot of 2023, 2024
and 2025 Chardham Yatra

PORTAL OPENING AND CLOSING DATES

Kedarnath

2023 - 25 April to 15 November (205 days)
2024 - 10 May to 3 November (178 days)
2025 - 2 May to 23 October (175 days)
2026 - 22 April ( Portal Opening Date)

Gangotri

2023 - 22 April to 14 November ( 207 days)
2024 - 10 May to 2 November (177 days)
2025 - 30 April to 22 October (176 days)
2026 - 19 April (Portal Opening Date)

Hemkund Sahaib

2023 - 20 May to 11 October (145 days)
2024 - 25 May to 10 October (139 days)
2025 - 25 May to 10 October (139 days)

Badrinath

2023 - 27 April to 18 November ( 206 days)
2024 - 12 May to 17 November ( 190 days)
2025 - 4 May to 25 November ( 206 days)
2026 - 23 April (Portal Opening Date)

Yamunotri

2023 - 22 April to 15 November ( 208 days)
2024 - 10 May to 3 November (178 days)
2025 - 30 April to 23 October (177 days)
2026 - 19 April (Portal Opening Date)

Number of Pilgrims

2023 - 56,16,653

2024 - 48,01,167 (Excludes Gaumukh, data source State Govt Totals)
2025 - 51,06,346 (Excludes Gaumukh, data source State Govt Totals)

Char Dham Yatra 2025
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Uttarakhand Chardham Yatra 2025
Pathways to Pilgrimage: Data Insights, Challenges & Opportunities
| | | | | | | I | I | | |
30 Weeks of Chardham Yatra 2025 - Weekly Totals
A B C D E F G H 1 ] K L M N 0
Week # Dates Days | Kedarnath “'ll'e:tl;llv Badrinath “"I::Etl;llv Gangotri “':'e:ttllv Yamunotri \n\:’;etl;lly HE;: ::;‘ o “.’:::IV Total | Grand Total
1 April 30 - 6 May 7 128454 | 128454 | 49694 | 49694 | 49655 | 49655 | 65583 | 65583 293386 | 293386
2 May 7 - 13 May 7 141548 | 270002 | 95858 | 145552 | 65825 | 115480 | 65829 | 131412 369060 | 662446
3 May 14 - 20 May 7 159866 | 429868 | 129010 | 274562 | 70908 | 186388 | 69176 | 200588 428960 | 1091406
4 May 21- - 27 May 7 170841 | 600709 | 141729 | 416291 | 78761 | 265149 | 78618 | 279206 | 7690 7690 | 477639 | 1569045
5 May 28 - 3 June 7 166096 | 766805 | 144931 | 561222 | 87449 | 352508 | 80840 | 360046 | 20616 | 28306 | 499932 | 2068977
6 June 4 - 10 June 7 176251 | 943056 | 170624 | 731846 | 78083 | 430681 | 68363 | 428409 | 53763 | 82069 | 547084 | 2616061
7 June 11-17 June 7 175343 | 1118399| 138038 | 869884 | 74510 [ 505191 | 69952 | 498361 | 46058 | 128127 | 503901 | 3119962
8 June 18- 24 June 7 138983 | 1257382 132027 |1001911| 47391 | 552582 | 39880 | 538241 | 3739 | 165523 | 395677 | 3515639
9 June 25- 1 July 7 63113 |1320495| 97608 [1099519| 22585 | 575167 | 16019 | 554260 | 23535 | 189058 | 222860 | 3738499
10 July 2 -8 July 7 20840 |1341335| 38109 [1137628| 15694 | 590861 | 400 | 554660 | 16868 | 205926 | 91911 | 3830410
1 July 9-15 July 7 15807 |1357142| 16638 |1154266| 16631 | 607492 | 9134 | 563794 | 7827 | 213753 | 66037 | 3896447
12 July 16 - 22 July 7 55967 |1413109| 30696 |1184962| 49712 | 657204 | 13541 | 577335 | 4324 | 218077 | 154240 | 4050687
13 July 23 - 29 July 7 29110 |1442219| 24128 [1209090| 6472 | 663676 | 3501 | 580836 | 6875 | 224952 | 70086 | 4120773
14 July 30 - 5 August 7 8109 |1450328| 22951 [1232041| 5538 | 669214 | 3555 | 584391 | 8521 | 233473 | 48674 | 4169447
15 August 6 - 12 August 7 3052 |1453380| 10422 [1242463| 0 669214 | 1070 | 585461 | 3817 | 237290 | 18361 | 4187808
16 August 13 - 19 August 7 9811 |1463191| 13275 [1255738] 0O 669214 | 1031 | 586492 | 5057 | 242347 | 29174 | 4216982
17 August 20 - 26 August 7 7519 | 1470710 22581 [1278319] O 669214 0 586492 | 6954 | 249301 | 37054 | 4254036
18 August 27 - 2 September Z 6200 |1476910| 13640 [1291959| 0O 669214 0 586492 | 1771 | 251072 | 21611 | 4275647
19 September 3 - 9 September 7 22120 |1499030| 10884 |[1302843| 173 | 669387 0 586492 | 2608 | 253680 | 35785 | 4311432
20 | September 10 - 16 September | 7 36512 |1535542| 36098 [1338041| 9586 | 678973 | 2483 | 588975 | 4532 | 258212 | 89211 | 4400643
21 |September 17 to 23 September| 7 27758 | 1563300| 36672 [1375613| 11104 | 690077 | 8482 | 597457 | 3641 | 261853 | 87657 | 4488300
22 |September 24 to 30 September| 7 33685 |1596985| 36226 |1411839| 13736 | 703813 | 6682 | 604139 [ 5137 | 266990 | 95466 | 4583766
23 October 1 to 7 October 7 54940 | 1651925| 36946 |1448785| 20040 | 723853 | 21258 | 625397 | 3879 | 270869 | 137063 | 4720829
24 October 8 to 14 October 7 59203 |1711128| 44306 |1493091| 24493 | 748346 | 14959 | 640356 | 3572 | 274441 | 146533 | 4867362
25 October 15 - 21 October 7 34937 | 1746065| 31851 [1524942| 9416 | 757762 | 4010 | 644366 0 274441 | 80214 | 4947576
26 October 22 - 28 October 7 23730 | 1769795 41906 |1566848| 487 | 758249 | 271 | 644637 0 274441 | 66394 | 5013970
27 October 29 - 4 November 7 1] 1769795 23702 | 1590550, O 758249 0 644637 0 274441 | 23702 | 5037672
28 5 November - 11 November 7 1] 1769795| 24142 | 1614692 O 758249 0 644637 0 274441 | 24142 | 5061814
29 | 12 November - 18 November 7 0 1769795 15276 | 1629968 O 758249 0 644637 0 274441 | 15276 | 5077090
30 | 19 November - 25 November 7 0 1769795 30256 | 1660224) 0O 758249 0 644637 0 274441 | 30256 | 5107346
Total 1769795 1660224 758249 644637 274441 5107346

1. Kedamath opened on May 2, 2025 and closed on October 23, 2025 (175 Days)

2. Badrinath opened May 4, 2025 and closed on November 25, 2025 (206 Days)

3. Gangotri opened April 30, 2025 and closed on October 22, 2025 ( 176 Days)

4. Yamunotri opened April 30, 2025 and closed on October 23, 2025 (177 Days)

5. Hemkund Sahib opened May 25, 2025 and closed October 10, 2025 (139 Days)

Legends:

A =Week #

B = Dates of the Week

C = Number of days in the particular week

D/F/H/J/L = Number of pilgrims in that particular week

E/G/I/K/M = Ascending number of total pilgrims based on weekly totals
N = Total number of pilgrims in Char Dhams in a particular week

0 = Ascending number of pilgrims in Char Dhams based on weekly totals

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in
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Context Setting :

Char Dham Yatra 2025

1. Kedarnath portals, openingand closing dates, May 2,2025 and October 23,2025 (175 days)

2 Badrinath portals, opening and closing dates, May 4,2025 and November 25,2025 (206 days)

3 Gangotriportals, openingand closing dates, April 30,2025 and October 22,2025 (176 days)

4. Yamunotriportals, openingand closing dates, April 30,2025 and October 23,2025 (177 days)

5 Hemkund portals, opening and closing dates, May 25, 2025 and October 10,2025 (139 days)

6 Government reports state that 10,755 pilgrims went to Gaumukh in 2025. We have not taken
thisnumberinour key highlights or grand totals.

7. The “Char Dham Yatra 2025 - Pathways to Pilgrimage” report is based on pilgrim arrival numbers
asreported onadaily basis by Office of the Char Dham Yatra Management & Control Organisation,
Government of Uttarakhand, Yatra Transit Camp, Rishikesh & State Emergency Operation Centre
(USDMA), IT Park, Dehradun.

8. We at the Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation do not vouch for the accuracy of
these numbers. Our report is based on compilation and analysis of the data provided by the
government agencies.

9. In some cases, we have detected a discrepancy in the grand totals between the government
reports and our calculations. In such cases, while we have taken the daily numbers reported by
government agencies, some of the totals in our report are based on our calculations. (Difference
of 1000 pilgrims in Kedarnath data)

10. If any major data inaccuracies are noticed in the report, these may kindly be notified at

contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We will make the necessary corrections in the online versions of our

report.

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in



mailto:contactsdcuk@gmail.com
mailto:contactsdcuk@gmail.com

Social Development

for Communities é‘ g Py
FOUNDATION B

Top 10 Data Highlights for Char Dham Yatra 2025

1.  TotalPilgrimsin Char Dham Yatra 2025
As per the final Char Dham Yatra 2025 report issued by Office of the Char Dham Yatra Management &
Control Organisation, Government of Uttarakhand, Yatra Transit Camp, Rishikesh & State Emergency
Operation Centre (SEOC)- USDMA, IT Park, Dehradun on November 26, 2025 a total of 51,06,346 pilgrims
visited the holy shrines of Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri, Yamunotri, Hemkund Sahib during the
Uttarakhand Char Dham Yatra of 2025. Another 10,755 pilgrims visited Gaumukh as per the above
report

2. PilgrimsDatainChar Dhams
The highest numbers of pilgrims went to Kedarnath followed by Badrinath, Gangotri, Yamunotri and
Hemkund Sahib. The breakup of the pilgrim numbers and pilgrim percentages as per the above SEOC-
USDMA report dated November 26,2025 isas follows:

Kedarnath-17,68,795 Badrinath-16,60,224
Gangotri-7,58,249 Yamunotri-6,44,637
Hemkund Sahib - 2,74,441

3. VehicularData

5,14,016 vehicles reached the Char Dhams during the entire duration of the 2025 Char Dham Yatra. Their
break upisasfollowsas perthe SEOCreport.

Badrinath -2,19,309 Kedarnath-1,38,954
Gangotri-91,578 Yamunotri- 64,175

4. DeathsandMissingPeople Data
182 people died during the 2025 Char Dham Yatra. Of this total, 159 deaths are reported due to medical
reasons, 16 deaths due to other reasons and 7 deaths due to natural disasters. Another five are
reportedinjured while oneis reported missing bringing the total of dead, injured and missingto 188.

The breakup of the 159 deaths in the different Dhams due to medical reasons as per the SEOC reportsis

as follows:
Kedarnath -75 Badrinath - 45
Yamunotri-23 Gangotri-16

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in
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5. 72%pilgrimsinFirst Two Months with Balance 28 % Pilgrims in Next Five Months
As calculated by us; 36,79,120 pilgrims of the total 51,07,346 i.e 72% pilgrims visited the Char Dhams in
thefirst two months (60 days)i.e from April 30,2025 till June 28,2025. The breakup is as follows:
First 30 days (April 30 - May 29,2025) =17,17,619 Pilgrims
Next 30 days (May 30 - June 28,2025) =19,61,501Pilgrims
The balance 28% ie. 14,28,226 pilgrims visited the Char Dhams during the balance period of the Char
Dham Yatrai.e next five odd months.

6. MonthlyBreakUp of Pilgrims during2024 Char Dham Yatra
We have broken up the total arrivalsinto blocks of 30 days (months) to understand the pilgrim flow. The
monthly numbers and pilgrim percentages are as follows:
Day1to30i.e April30 to May 29,2025 -17,17,619 (34%)
Day31to60i.eMay30toJune28,2025-19,61,501(38%)
Day 61to90i.e June29to July 28,2025 - 4,33,875 (9%)
Day91to120i.e July 29to August 27,2025 - 1,44,198 (3%)
Day121to150i.e August 28 to September 26,2025 - 2,69,413 (5%)
Day151to180i.e September 27 to October 26,2025 - 4,77,386 (9%)
Day181to210i.e October27to November 25,2025 -1,03,354 (2%)
Our above calculations and the total of 51,07,346 pilgrims are for Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri,
Yamunotriand Hemkund Sahib.

7. PeakofCharDhamYatrain WeekSix (11% of total Char Dham Yatra 2025)
As per our data analysis; the highest numbers of pilgrims in any one week i.e 5,47,084 visited the Char
Dhamsin Week Six (June4,2025to June10,2025). Thisis equivalent to 11% of the total pilgrim traffic of
Char Dham Yatra 2025.

8. Significant Declinein pilgrim Arrivals fromthe start of July 2025
In the first nine weeks of the Yatra, the average weekly footfall ranged between 2.5 lakh to 5 lakh
pilgrims. However, from week 10, i.e beginning July the number of pilgrims started declining
significantly.

9. HighestPilgrims Arrival Days
The highest numbers of pilgrimsin each Dham were reported on the following days/dates:
Kedarnath -30,154 on May 2,2025 Badrinath -27,497on June 9, 2025
Gangotri-14,181on May 29,2025 Yamunotri-14,112 on April 30,2025
Hemkund Sahib - 8,427 on June 8,2025

10. Char Dham Yatra 2025 total number of Zero,1-500 and 501-1000 Pilgrim Days
* ZeroPilgrimDays =86 Days
* 1-500PilgrimDays=67Days
* 501-1000 Pilgrim Days =80 Days

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in
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FACTSHEET CHAR DHAM YATRA 2025

Social Development for Communities Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand
www.sdcuk.in
S.No Dham Name Open Date | Close Date| Total Days Yatra Total N ur.'nber Highest Footfall Highisst Fopstal
of Pilgrims Date
1 Kedarnath 2-May-25 23-Oct-25 175 Days 1768795 30154 May-02
2 Badrinath 4-May-25 25-Nov-25 206 Days 1660224 27497 Jun-09
3 Gangotri 30-Apr-25 | 22-Oct-25 176 Days 758249 14181 May-29
4 Yamunotri 30-Apr-25 23-Oct-25 177 Days 644637 14112 Apr-30
5 Hemkund Sahib| 25-May-25 | 10-Oct-25 139 Days 274441 8427 Jun-08
COMPARING 2024 & 2025 CHARDHAM YATRA DHAM WISE
2024 2025
Number of [Number of Yatra| Numberof |Number of Yatra
S.No Dham Name e e
Pilgrims Days Pilgrims Days
1 Kedarnath 1652076 178 1768795 175
2 Badrinath 1435341 190 1660224 206
3 Gangotri 815273 177 758249 176
4 Yamunotri 714755 178 644637 177
5 Hemkund Sahib| 183722 139 274441 139
Total 4801167 5106346
ZERO PILGRIMS DAYS
S.No Dham Name | O0Days 1-500 Days |501-1000 Days
1 Kedarnath 0 Days 11 Days 12 Days
2 Badrinath 6 Days 1 Days 1 Days
3 Gangotri 35 Days 2 Days 13 Days
4 Yamunotri 38 Days 29 Days 17 Days
5 Hemkund Sahib| 7 Days 24 Days 37 Days
TOTAL 86 Days 67 Days 80 Days

Anoop Nautiyal / Praveen Upreti
SDC Foundation
contactsdcuk@gmail.com

Note: Above data is based on daily Char Dham Yatra Reports released by Office of the Chardham Yatra
Management & Control Organisation Government of Uttarakhand, Yatra Transit Camp, Rishikesh & State

Emergency Operation Centre (USDMA), IT Park, Dehradun

Char Dham Yatra 2025
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Comparing Char Dham Yatra of
2025 and 2024

Data Analysis of Char Dham Yatra 2025

(with 2024 Comparison)

1. Total Pilgrim Footfall (State Govt Totals)
* 2024 Total Pilgrims: 48,01,167
* 2025 Total Pilgrims: 51,06,346
Increase of 3,05,179 pilgrims (6.4% growth)

2. YatraDuration Changes (2024 +2025)
* Kedarnath:178 = 175 days
*  Badrinath:190 =» 206 days (largest increase)
*  Gangotri:177 = 176 days
*  Yamunotri:178 = 177 days
*  Hemkund Sahib:139 = 139 days (same)

3. PeakFootfall (Single Highest Day 2024 + 2025)
¢ Kedarnath:38,682(May 21,2024) &30,154 (May 2,2025)
* Badrinath: 28,055 (May 19, 2024) &27,497 (June 9,2025)
* Gangotri:18,973 (May 12,2024) &14,181(May 29, 2025)
*  Yamunotri: 15,800 (May17,2024) &14,112 (April 30,2025)
¢ HemkundSahib: 5,785 (May 25,2024) & 8,427 (June 8,2025)

A comparison of Char Dham State Govt Pilgrim Totals for 2024 and 2025 reveals important shifts in scale, timing, and
distribution of pilgrim footfall. Overall pilgrimage numbers increased from 48,01,167 in 2024 to 51,06,346 in 2025,
marking an addition of 3,05,179 pilgrims, or a 6.4% year-on-year growth. This confirms a steady upward trend in
participation,adding pressure onroutes, settlements, and support systems.

Interestingly, this increase occurred even though the Yatra duration remained largely unchanged or slightly reduced
for most shrines. Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri each saw a marginal reduction of 1-3 days, while Hemkund
Sahib’s duration remained the same. Badrinath stands out as the exception, with its Yatra extending from 190 to 206
daysfrom 2024 t0 2025, the largestincrease amongall sites.

Peak-day data shows a notable flattening of extreme crowd pressure in 2025. For Kedarnath, the highest single-day
footfall dropped from 38,682 to 30,154, a significant reduction despite higher overall numbers. Similar patterns are
visible at Gangotriand Yamunotri, where peak daysin 2025 were substantially lower thanin 2024.

Badrinath shows relatively stable peak numbers across both years, indicating sustained demand even with extended
duration. In contrast, Hemkund Sahib recorded asharprisein peak footfall, from5,785in 2024 to0 8,427 in 2025.

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in
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10 Recommendations for Safe and

Sustainable Management of Char Dham Yatra

Prioritise Safety Over Record-Breaking Footfall

The Char Dham Yatra has increasingly shifted toward breaking daily or seasonal pilgrimage records,
divertingattentionfromfundamentalissues like safety, preparedness, and risk management.

The foremost recommendation is to shift governance philosophy from “maximum footfall” to “maximum
safety.” Authorities should institutionalise a safety-first approach through mandatory pre-registration,
health screening, meteorological advisories, and access regulation in high-risk zones. This includes
eliminating political messaging around pilgrim inflow and replacing it with transparent communication
around route conditions, hazards, and safe travel windows.

Safety audits must be conducted every season, covering roads, slopes, bridges and emergency services. A
structured “Safety Compliance Score” for each shrine and route should be published monthly to create
accountability. SOPs for crowd control, queue management, and emergency evacuations need to be
standardised and rehearsed through drills. Crucially, no policy decision such as allowing expanding tourist
footfalls or facilities should be taken without technical clearance from disaster management and
environmental experts.

Prioritising safety ensures not only fewer accidents and deaths but also enhances pilgrim experience and
long-term sustainability.

Implement Carrying Capacity-Based Regulation Across All Shrines

The Himalayan terrain has intrinsic ecological and infrastructural limits that cannot accommodate
uncontrolled crowds. Aformal carrying-capacity assessment should be made mandatory for each Dham, its
approach routes, parking areas, accommodations, and buffer zones. The study must integrate
environmental load, waste generation, slope vulnerability, water availability, and medical capacity.

Once limits are set, a digital access-control system should regulate daily pilgrim entry. Yatra registrations
must convert from merely “advisory” to “legally enforceable quotas,” with RFID-based verification at entry
points. Seasonal ceilings during monsoon months should be stricter due to elevated landslide and flash-
flood risks. For highly fragile areas like Yamunotri and Gangotri, caps should be significantly lower and
dynamically adjusted using real-time weather and slope-stability data. Transport flow should also follow
thesame principle with limited vehicles per hour on narrow mountain roads.

Carrying capacity must become the foundational criterion for infrastructure expansion; no new project
should be approved in violation of scientifically derived thresholds. Only by adhering to hard limits can the
Yatraremain ecologically viable, safe, and spiritually conducive.

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in
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Establish a Comprehensive Disaster Management Protocol
Frequent landslides, cloudbursts, glacial melt events, and sudden storms underline the need for a robust
disaster management architecture. A unified Char Dham Disaster Response Grid should be established,
integrating SDRF, NDRF, BRO, police, health services, and local volunteers.

Early-warning systems need massive upgrades, including Doppler radars, slope movement sensors,
automated weather stations, and real-time communication networks. Hazard-prone zones should have
pre-installed emergency shelters, helmets, ropes, and first-response kits. Mandatory stoppage protocols
must be enforced during red-alert weather days, preventing tragedies linked to uninformed movement.
Helicopter evacuation systems should be integrated into a central command centre, ensuring rapid
response without operational chaos.

Routes must have pre-identified safe assembly points, marked evacuation corridors, and signage in
multiple languages. Seasonal disaster rehearsals must be institutionalised before route opening. Weekly
hazard bulletins based on data from Wadia Institute, IMD, and GSI should be published for each Dham.
Disaster preparedness must evolve from reactive to proactive, ensuring minimal loss of life during
inevitable extreme-weather cycles.

Strengthen Aero-Safety Regulations for Helicopter Operations

With rising demand for helicopter services to Kedarnath and other high-altitude regions, aero-safety
requires special attention. A dedicated Himalayan Aviation Safety Code should be developed covering pilot
qualifications, visibility thresholds, wind-speed limits, mandatory weather checks, passenger weight limits,
and maintenance audits. Advanced landing guidance systems, digital altimeters, and geo-fencing tools
should be mandatory.

A centralised heli-traffic control unit must manage all flight paths, timings, and ground coordination to
avoid congestion in narrow valleys. Weather-related flight suspensions should be strictly applied without
exceptions. Pilgrims must undergo orientation about altitude sickness, oxygen risks, and safe boarding
practices. Crash-response preparedness must be strengthened with firefighter teams, trained ground
staff, and rapid medical evacuation protocols.

Regular third-party audits of private operators will ensure compliance. The goal is to reduce aviation-
related incidents, which have been a recurring concern, and build a safe, regulated, and reliable aerial
mobility ecosystem. by adhering to hard limits can the Yatra remain ecologically viable, safe, and spiritually
conducive.

Char Dham Yatra 2025 www.sdcuk.in
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Climate Adaptation and Sustainable Infrastructure Development

The Char Dham regionis among the most climate-sensitive areasin India. Infrastructure development must
follow eco-sensitive principles rather than conventional highway models. All new routes and facilities must
use climate-resilient designs, bioengineering for slope stabilisation, and permeable materials to reduce
runoff.

Construction should avoid blasting-intensive methods and instead prioritise tunnelling technologies,
debris-free widening, and controlled cut-and-fill strategies. Solar-powered lighting, waste management
systems, and pedestrian-only zones should be promoted. Every project must undergo cumulative impact
assessment and not piecemeal approvals.

Water conservation systems like rainwater harvesting, greywater recycling, and spring rejuvenation should
be integrated into Dham precincts. High-altitude medical centres and oxygen hubs must be designed to
withstand extreme temperatures. Climate adaptation ensures long-term durability of infrastructure and
reduces disaster vulnerability.

Improve Medical Preparedness and Health Safety Systems

Thousands of pilgrims suffer altitude sickness, dehydration, fatigue, and cardiac complications every
season. Health safety must be upgraded through pre-Yatra medical screenings, mandatory health
disclosures, and digital health bands for high-risk individuals. Each shrine should have well-staffed
emergency hospitals with cardiology support, oxygen wards, and telemedicine links.

Mobile medical vans must be available on difficult treks like Yamunotri and Kedarnath. Oxygen kiosks
should be standardised every 1-2 km in high-altitude zones. A real-time medical triage system integrated
with112 emergency services can speed up response.

Health advisories must be communicated through SMS, apps, FM radio, and signboards. Pilgrims above
certain age or health thresholds should have mandatory rest intervals and regulated climb timings. This
approach will reduce fatalities and ensure humane handling of emergencies.

Enhance Governance, Coordination, and Accountability

Fragmented governance spread across district administrations, police, tourism, disaster management,
forest departments, BRO, and temple committees creates inefficiencies. A dedicated Char Dham Yatra
Authority should be established through legislation, ensuring unified command, year-round planning, and
transparent functioning. This body should maintain a single digital dashboard tracking registrations,
footfall, weather alerts, road conditions, medical incidents, and environmental parameters.

Auditor-led compliance reviews must be published annually. Additionally, participatory governance is
essential with local communities, hoteliers, transport unions and temple committees formally integrated
into decision-making platforms. Accountability mechanisms should include route-wise performance
indicators, independent safety audits, and fines for non-compliance. Strong governance ensures
consistency, credibility, and trust.
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Strengthen Stakeholder Involvement Including Local Communities

Local communities are the backbone of the Yatra as they maintain routes, run businesses and homestays, support
rescue efforts, and provide cultural authenticity. Their role must shift from informal support to formal
partnerships.

Community-based monitoring teams can help report landslides, unsafe slopes, illegal dumping, congestion spots,
and overcrowding. Village committees should participate in tourist education, waste management, and route
stewardship. Homestay models should be promoted over large hotels to reduce ecological stress and ensure
economic benefitsreachlocals.

Porters, pony operators, guides, and shopkeepers should receive formal training in first aid, responsible tourism,
and safety communication. Women'’s groups can lead waste segregation, sanitation management, and food
safety. Empowered communities enhance safety and sustainability more effectively than external agencies
alone.

Promote Waste Management, Clean Mobility, and Environmental Protection

The Yatra generates significant plastic, food waste, sewage, and vehicular emissions. A strict “Zero Waste
Himalaya Protocol” should be implemented for all Dhams. As much as possible, single-use plastics must be banned
and replaced with reusable or biodegradable alternatives. Waste segregation centres and mobile composters
should be installed along routes.

Treks like Kedarnath and Yamunotri require pack-in pack-out rules where vendors and pilgrims carry back all non-
biodegradable waste. Littering should attract fines. River-protection zones must ban construction, dumping, and
road encroachments. Forest restoration projects around Dhams should offset ecological stress caused each
season. Sustainable practices protect the fragile Himalayan ecosystem and preserve the sanctity of the
pilgrimage.

Build a Data-Driven, Technology-Enabled Yatra Management System

Real-time data is the backbone of safe, efficient, and well-coordinated Yatra operations. This requires a fully
integrated digital platform that brings together mandatory online registration with robust identity verification,
RFID-enabled tracking of pilgrims, ponies, and vehicles, and Al-driven systems for crowd forecasting and early
congestion alerts. The platform should be seamlessly linked with the India Meteorological Department to trigger
automatic weather advisories, while CCTV networks and drone surveillance ensure continuous monitoring of
route safety.

GIS-based tools can help predict landslide risks and generate road-closure maps, enabling quicker and more
informed decision-making. Multilingual, app-based communication would allow timely dissemination of
advisories, route changes, and emergency instructions directly to pilgrims. Using this unified data ecosystem,
transport scheduling, emergency response, and route access can be adjusted dynamically in real time.

To prevent misinformation and confusion, verified updates should be released through a single, authorised media
channel. Finally, annual analytical reports comparing footfall trends, incidents, waste generation, and
environmental indicators must inform future planning and policy. Such a data-driven approach shifts Yatra
managementfromareactive framework to onethatis proactive and fundamentally safer.
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Special Feature One
Char Dham Yatra Peak & Low Footfall Days:

Range-Wise Pilgrim Analysis

The following data presents a detailed overview of the footfall distribution across the Char Dham Yatrain
2025. The data categorizes daily visitor countsinto eight distinct ranges:

a) 0-1000 pilgrims b) 1000-5000 pilgrims

) 5000-10000 pilgrims d) 10000-15000 pilgrims
e) 15000-20000 pilgrims ) 20000-25000 pilgrims
g) 25000-30000 pilgrims h) 30000 + pilgrims

These categories help in understanding the pattern of low, moderate, and peak footfall days throughout
the pilgrimage season.

The analysis shows that Kedarnath experiences a wide variation in crowd levels. There are 23 low-footfall
days in the 0-1000 range, whereas the 1000-5000 range has the highest humber with 54 days. The
5000-10000 and 10000-15000 ranges account for 34 and 9 days respectively, indicating moderate crowd
days. Notably, the 20000-25000 category includes 36 days, highlighting a significant number of high-
footfall days.

In contrast, Badrinath displays a balanced footfall pattern. The highest concentration is in the 1000-5000
range, with 98 recorded days, suggesting that most of the season witnesses a moderate number of visitors.
This is followed by 43 days in the 5000-10000 category and 27 days in the 15000-20000 category,
reflecting periodic increases in visitor numbers. The 0-1000 range shows only 8 days, indicating that
Badrinath rarely experiences low-footfall days. Similarly, 17 days fall within the 20000-25000 range,
demonstratingthat the shrine also faces high visitor pressure during certain periods.

Gangotri and Yamunotri in contrast have very large numbers of below 1000 pilgrim days, 50 and 84
respectively. Hemkund Sahib too reported 68 below 1000 pilgrim days.

Char Dham Yatra Peak and Low Footfall Days: Range-Wise Pilgrim Analysis
SNo | Dham Name 0-1000/1000-5000[5000 - 10000] 10000-15000] 15000-20000] 20000 - 25000 25000 - 30000] 30000 Above
1 | Kedarnath | 3] 50 [ 3 : 7 3% 11 1
) | Badinath | 8 | %8 [ & 10 27 17 3
3 | Gangoti [0 61 [ 33 3
d | Yamnoti [ 8| 3 [ 3 ]
5  |Hemkund Sahib| 68 | 52 18
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Special Feature Two

ZERO PILGRIM & LOW-PILGRIM FOOTFALL DAYS

The Char Dham Yatra 2025 has concluded as one of the most disrupted pilgrimage seasons in recent years,
marked by an unusually high number of Zero-Pilgrim and extremely Low-Pilgrim Footfall Days. Persistent
weather disturbances, intense rainfall, landslides, and disaster-related road closures repeatedly
interrupted access to the shrines, exposing the growing vulnerability of Uttarakhand's pilgrimage
infrastructure to climate-linked risks.

During the Char Dham Yatra 2025, the four shrines collectively recorded 86 Zero-Pilgrim Days. These were
days when not even a single pilgrim could reach the temple. In addition, there were 67 days when footfall
remained between 1and 500 pilgrims, and 80 days when numbers ranged between 501and 1,000 pilgrims.
Such volatility in daily pilgrim arrivals reflects not isolated disruptions but a systemic pattern of instability.

Among the shrines, Yamunotri and Gangotri were the worst affected. Yamunotri recorded 38 Zero-Pilgrim
Days, while Gangotri witnessed 35 such days, indicating frequent road blockages and prolonged closures.
Kedarnath, Badrinath, and Hemkund Sahib also experienced multiple days of minimal or no footfall, though
comparatively fewer than the two high-altitude shrines. The pattern of extremely low turnout between
oneand 1,000 pilgrims was visible across all shrines at different points during the season.

These figures must be understood not merely as disaster driven statistics but as indicators of deeper
structural challenges. The Char Dham Yatra forms a crucial pillar of Uttarakhand's hill economy, with lakhs
of local residents including transporters, hoteliers, shopkeepers, pony operators, and daily wage workers
depending on it for annual income. Repeated disruptions have had cascading economic impacts, especially
onsmalland first-generation entrepreneurs who have invested heavily in pilgrimage-linked livelihoods.

The 2025 season clearly demonstrates the urgent need to shift from a numbers-driven approach focused
on record-breaking pilgrim arrivals to a resilience-centred strategy. Investment priorities must include
climate-resilient road construction, slope stabilization, improved drainage systems, strengthened bridge
infrastructure, real-time weather forecasting, robust communication networks, and safe emergency
shelters along pilgrimage routes. Faster disaster response and road restoration mechanisms are equally
critical.

Equally important is the need for structured economic relief and risk-mitigation mechanisms for affected
stakeholders. Without financial cushioning and institutional support, repeated climate disruptions could
lead toindebtedness, business failures, and social distress in fragile hill districts.

The experience of Char Dham Yatra 2025 underscores a defining lesson: in an era of increasing climate
volatility, resilience must take precedence over record pilgrim numbers. Sustainable planning, disaster
preparedness, and economic safeguards must become the foundation of future Yatra management to
ensure both spiritual continuity and socio-economic stability in Uttarakhand.
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Zero Pilgrim & Low-Pilgrim Footfall Days
S.No Name Zero Days 1 to 500 Days 501 to 1000 Days
1 Kedarnath 0 11 12
2 Badrinath 6 1 1
3 Gangotri 35 2 13
4 Yamunotri 38 29 17
5 Hemkund Sahib 7 24 37
Total 86 67 80
Zero- Pilgrim Days and Low Footfall Days Analysis
KEDARNATH
S.No 0 Days 1-500 Days 501-1000 Days
1 110 - 31 July 603 - 30 July
2 125 -1 August 731 - 8 August
3 450 - 2 August 916 - 9 August
4 465 - 6 August ‘ 931 - 16 August
5 295 - 7 August 966 - 20 August
6 165 - 10 August 831 - 21 August
7 415 - 11 August 778 - 22 August
8 65 - 12 August 789 - 26 August
9 384 - 14 August 640 - 27 August
10 37 - 3 September 685 - 29 August
11 13 - 4 September 669 - 1 September
12 510 - 2 September
Zero Days 0 Days
1 to 500 Days 11 Days
501 to 1000 Days 12 Days
Zero- Pilgrim Days and Low Footfall Days Analysis
BADRINATH
S.No 0 Days 1-500 Days 501-1000 Days
1 13-Aug 159 - 8 Aug 906 - 7 Aug
2 14-Aug
3 2-Sep
4 3-Sep
5 4-Sep
6 5-Sep
Zero Days 6 Days
1 to 500 Days 1 Days
501 to 1000 Days 1 Days
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Zero- Pilgrim Days and Low Footfall Days Analysis
GANGOTRI
S.No 0 Days 1-500 Days 501-1000 Days
il 29-Jun 173 -9 Sep 834 - 25 July
2 6-Aug 487 - 22 October 893 - 26 July
3 7-Aug 888 - 28 July
4 8-Aug 687 - 29 July
5 9-Aug 697 - 30 July
6 10-Aug 637 - 31 July
7 11-Aug 785 -1 Aug
8 12-Aug 809 - 4 Aug
9 13-Aug 518 - 5 Aug
10 14-Aug 567-10 Sep
11 15-Aug 639 - 11 Sep
12 16-Aug 937 - 20 October
13 17-Aug 752 - 21 October
14 18-Aug
15 19-Aug
16 20-Aug
17 21-Aug
18 22-Aug
15 23-Aug
20 24-Aug
21 25-Aug
22 26-Aug
23 27-Aug
24 28-Aug
25 29-Aug
26 30-Aug
27 31-Aug
28 1-Sep
29 2-Sep
30 3-Sep
31 4-Sep
32 5-Sep
33 &6-Sep
34 7-Sep
35 8-Sep
Zero Days 35 Days
1to 500 Days 2 Days
501 to 1000 Days 13 Days
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Zero- Pilgrim Days and Low Footfall Days Analysis
YAMUNOTRI
S.No 0 Days 1-500 Days 501-1000 Days
1 29-Jun 496 - 24 June 607 - 25 July
2 30-Jun 120 - 6 July 546 - 26 July
3 1-Jul 150 - 7 July 543 - 27 July
4 2-Jul 130 - 8 July 690 - 28 July
5 3-Jul 100 - 9 July 529 - 31 July
B 4-Jul 266 - 10 July 846 - 3 August
7 5-Jul 463 - 23 July 590 - 4 August
8 13-Aug 249 - 24 July 901 - 22 September
9 14-Aug 403 - 29 July 764 - 23 September
10 18-Aug 407 - 30 July 588 - 24 September
11 19-Aug 385 - 1 Aug 727 - 25 September
12 20-Aug 451 - 2 Aug 735 - 26 September
i3 21-Aug 347 -5 Aug 827 - 29 September
14 22-Aug 152 -6 Aug 790 - 30 September
15 23-Aug 115 -7 Aug 868 - 15 October
16 24-Aug 99 - 8 Aug 683 - 16 October
17 25-Aug 130 -9 Aug 745 - 18 October
18 26-Aug 108 - 10 Aug
19 27-Aug 303 - 11 Aug
20 28-Aug 163 -12 Aug
21 29-Aug 291 - 15 Aug
22 30-Aug 421 - 16 Aug
23 31-Aug 319 -17 Aug
24 1-Sep 295 - 1 October
25 2-Sep 243 - 19 October
26 3-Sep 128 - 20 October
27 4-Sep 158 - 21 October
28 5-Sep 139 - 22 October
29 6-S5ep 132 - 23 October
30 7-Sep
31 8-Sep
32 9-Sep
33 10-Sep
34 11-Sep
35 12-Sep
36 13-Sep
37 14-Sep
38 15-Sep
Zero Days 38 Days
1 to 500 Days 29 Days
501 to 1000 Days 17 Days
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HEMKUND SAHIB
S.No 0 Days 1-500 Days 501-1000 Days
1 11-Aug 498 - 17 July 534 - 10 July
2 13-Aug 499 - 18 July 776 - 14 July
3 14-Aug 438 - 19 July 572 - 15 July
4 2-Sep 459 - 23 July 582 - 16 July
9 3-Sep 103 - 8 August 768 - 20 July
6 4-Sep 434 - 10 August 832 - 21 July
i 5-5ep 166 - 12 August 707 - 22 July
8 404 - 26 August 953 - 25 July
9 343 - 27 August 998 - 26 July
10 291 - 28 August 836 - 2 August
11 202- 29 August 532 - 7 August
12 202 - 30 August 852 -9 August
13 239 - 31 August 857 - 16 August
14 494 -1 September 774 - 18 August
15 63 - 6 September 852 - 20 August
16 334 - 15 September 848 - 21 August
17 353 - 17 September 948 - 7 September
18 266 - 18 September 569 - 9 September
19 311 - 19 September 607 - 10 September
20 485 - 20 September 742 - 11 September
21 469 - 28 September 779 - 12 September
22 413 - 3 October 779 - 13 September
23 309 - 7 October 626 - 14 September
24 498 - 8 October 665 - 16 September
25 877 - 21 September
26 622 - 22 September
27 727 - 23 September
28 636 - 24 September
29 676 - 25 September
30 708 - 26 September
31 615 - 27 September
32 913 - 30 September
33 674 - 1 October
34 544 - 2 October
35 632 - 4 October
36 743 - 5 October
37 564 - 6 October
Zero Days 7 Days
1to 500 Days 24 Days
501 to 1000 Days 37 Days

Char Dham Yatra 2025

www.sdcuk.in




Social Development

for Communities é g Py
FOUNDATION i =— =

Special Feature Three

Stakeholder Expressions

Helicopters in the Himalayas:
The Promise and Perils of Kedarnath Operations

Each year, during the Char Dham Yatra season, the otherwise quiet Himalayan valleys
of Uttarakhand witness one of the most intense helicopter operations anywhere in
India. Among the four shrines, Kedarnath stands out not only as one of the most
revered pilgrimage destinations but also as one of the most demanding environments
forcivil helicopter flying.

Perched at an altitude of about 3,583 metres, Kedarnath is accessible by a steep mountain trek from
Gaurikund. For thousands of pilgarims particularly the elderly and physically challenged helicopter services
have transformed access to the shrine. What once required days of physical endurance can now be
completed within minutes.

Yet behind the convenience lies a complex and demanding aviation operation shaped by geography,
weather, economics and human judgment. While the majority of flights operate safely each season,
recurring accidents and incidents highlight the inherent risks and structural challenges of helicopter
operationsinthe Kedarnath sector.

How Helicopter Operations Work

Helicopter services to Kedarnath operate primarily as short shuttle flights from base helipads at Phata,
Sirsi and Guptkashi. The flying time to Kedarnath is typically between six and ten minutes, but the short
duration can be misleading. These flights take place in narrow mountain valleys at high altitude, where
aircraft performanceis reduced and weather conditions can change rapidly.

Operations are conducted strictly during daylight hours and under Visual Flight Rules, meaning pilots rely
entirely on visibility and terrain references rather than instrument guidance. During favourable weather,
helicopters operate continuously, carrying hundreds of passengers each day.

Turnaround time at Kedarnath is deliberately kept short to accommodate high demand. Helicopters land,
unload passengers, board new passengers and depart within minutes. This tightly managed cycle requires
careful coordination between pilots and ground staff.
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Weather:**The Constant Challenge

Weather remainsthe single most critical factor affecting helicopter operationsin Kedarnath.

Mountain weather is unpredictable and highly localized. Conditions at base helipads may appear clear while
cloud and fog begin forming near Kedarnath. Visibility can deteriorate rapidly, and strong winds may
developinthe valley without much warning.

Pilots must make continuous decisions about whether conditions remain safe. The decision to turn back,
although often disappointing for passengers, is one of the mostimportant safety tools available to pilots.
Unlike operations in plains areas, diversion options are limited. Once committed into the valley, pilots must
rely on careful planning and experience to ensure a safe returnif conditions worsen.

The Human Factor

Flying in the Kedarnath sector requires a level of skill and judgment beyond routine helicopter operations.
High-altitude flying reduces engine performance and increases the importance of accurate weight
calculations and power management.

Pilots must also understand valley wind patterns, terrain-induced turbulence and rapidly changing
visibility.

India does not yet have a formal mountain-flying certification for helicopter pilots. As a result, pilot
experience levels may vary between operators. While many pilots operating in Kedarnath possess
significant mountain flying experience, the pool of such pilots remains limited.

Expandingthis poolthrough structured training would significantly enhance operational safety.

The Economics of Seasonal Flying

Helicopter operations in Kedarnath are seasonal, typically lasting five to six months each year. Operators
must recover aircraft costs, maintenance expenses, insurance premiums and crew salaries within this
limited period.

This economic reality creates pressure to maximize operations during periods of good weather.

On clear days helicopters may operate continuously, often with minimal gaps between sorties. While
regulatory duty limits exist, the intensity of operations can still create fatigue and operational stress.

A longer-term policy framework could help operators plan more effectively and invest in safety
improvements.
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Ticketing and Passenger Pressure

Demand for helicopter travel to Kedarnath far exceeds available capacity. Tickets are typically released
througha centralized online system and are often sold out within minutes.

Many pilgrims who fail to secure confirmed tickets still travel to base helipads hoping to obtain seats
through cancellations. This canleadtolarge crowds waiting for flights.

Passengers who have travelled long distances understandably hope to complete the journey on the same
day. This creates a challenging environment for ground staff and operators, particularly during weather

disruptions.

Better synchronization between ticketing systems and operational capacity could reduce congestion and
improve passenger experience.

Infrastructure Constraints

Infrastructure hasimproved over the years but still faces limitations.

Kedarnath helipad operates with limited parking capacity and must handle a high volume of aircraft
movements during peak periods. Passenger waiting areas at some base helipads remain modest compared

tothe number of travellers.

Fuellogistics and maintenance support also require careful planning due to the remote location.
Despite these constraints, operations continue efficiently through careful coordination and experience.

Safety Systems and Procedures

Helicopter operations in Kedarnath are conducted under regulatory oversight and established operating
procedures.

Aircraft and helipads undergo inspections before each yatra season. Pilots follow defined routes and
maintain continuous radio communication. Passenger weight limits are strictly enforced, and pilots retain
fullauthority to cancelflights if conditions appear unsafe.

These procedures have contributed to the safe conduct of thousands of flights each year.
However, the effectiveness of safety systems ultimately depends on disciplined implementation and
sound judgment at the operationallevel.

The Way Forward

Helicopter operations have become an integral part of the Kedarnath pilgrimage. Ensuring their long-term
safety requires continuousimprovement rather thanreactive measures after incidents.
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Several steps could strengthen the system further:

A Structured Mountain Flying Training

B. Pilots operating in high-altitude Himalayan sectors would benefit from specialized mountain-flying
trainingand route familiarization.
C. Improved Weather Monitoring

Additional automatic weather stations and real-time wind monitoring would provide pilots with
betterinformation for decision-making.

Stable Policy Framework

Multi-year operator allocations would encourage investmentin trainingand infrastructure.
Operational Discipline

Strictadherence to duty limits, weather minima and safety procedures remains essential.
Improved Passenger Management

Better coordination between booking systems and flight schedules could reduce congestion at
helipads.

- T omm

Conclusion

Helicopter services have made Kedarnath accessible to thousands of pilgrims who might otherwise be
unable to undertake the journey. These operations represent a remarkable example of aviation serving
publicneedinachallenging environment.

At the same time, Kedarnath remains one of the most demanding helicopter sectors in India. Weather
uncertainty, terrain constraints and operational pressures require constant vigilance.

With thoughtful policy support, improved training and continued operational discipline, helicopter services
in Kedarnath can continue to serve pilgrims safely while setting high standards for mountain aviation in
India.

Bio:

Capt. D.K. Yadav is a veteran helicopter pilot and one of the early pioneers of Char Dham and Kedarnath
helicopter operations. He has over 33 years of aviation experience, including Army Aviation service and 18
years of commercial helicopter flying.
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Report from State Emergency Operation Centre

Govt. of Uttarakhand
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Natural Disaster Report (Districtwise)
as latest update by the districts
Summary (Date 01-04-2025 to Till date)

1‘ =N Affected District Heman Losses Anlmal ossss Houses i
Dead | Injurcd | Missing Big ] Smail | Partially | Severely Fully == |
T Almora 01 00 | 00 | 09 03 761 84 0l 24
a2 Bageshwar 04 09 ] 12 113 255 ET] 1 14
— L (43 Chickom)
03 | Chamoli 21 26 0l 47 08 | 182 02 79 10
o Champawal 03 1] ] 14 10 474 23 14 12
it o, - | (#9350 Chickeny
08 Dehradun 38 07 02 16 39 | 234 0 4] ]
= __|__] ¥ Chadlecn|
0% Haridwar 0l 03 00 07 0 | 794 0 03 1l
o Nalndtal 03 00 00 12 01 181 0 1 02
| {1200 Chicken)
0% Pawri T 62 07 46 19 1799 44 21 2i
(2] Pithoragarh 09 03 00 14 141 £33 }!6 16 10
10 Rudraprayag 10 2 0% 15 03 400 24 1 00
11 Tehri 1 05 [ 1] 08 05 02 06 0z 06
12 LS. Nagar 09 04 00 05 03 (i 02 L 04 .
13 Uttarkashi 29 25 67 70 309 1217 53 123 | o7
T“:.,q:'ufﬁ.'fm 144 162 B6 284 6861 6628 | 359 333 132
: (135+9) | (10430 (654 Small)
(6207 Chicken)
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I
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\ttarakhand Chardham Yatra 2025
Pathways to Pilgrimage: Data Insights, Challenges & Opportunities
e R SN ORI | | R | | EST0 0 G A il |
30 Weeks of Chardham Yatra 2025 - Weeky Totals
A B C D E F G | H I ] K L M| N 0
| Week N | Weekly (Hemkund | Week
Week Dates Days | Kedamath 1"'::' Badnah u:" mm“:::" famanar u:" ey ml' Total | Grand Total
1 Apel 30- 6May 7 | 128454 | 128454 | 0604 | 40604 | 40655 | 40655 | 65583 | 65583 293386 | 293386
2 May 7-13May 7 | 141548 | 270002 | 95858 | 145552 | 65805 | 115480 | 65629 | 131412 369060 | 662446
3 May 14- 20 May 7| 159866 | 420868 | 129010 | 274562 | 70008 | 186388 | 69176 | 200588 420060 | 1091406
4 May 21- - 27 Way T | 170841 | 600708 | 141709 | 416291 | 78761 | 265149 | 78018 | 279206 | T80 | 7680 | 477639 | 1369045
5 May 28 - 3 hune 7 | 166006 | 766805 | 144931 | 561222 | 8789 | 350598 | 0840 | 360046 | 20616 | 28306 | 499931 | 2068977
b June 4 - 10 Jume: 1 176251 | 043056 | 170624 | 731846 | 78083 | 430681 | 68363 | 428409 | 53763 | 2060 | 47084 [ 2616061
7 June 11 - 17 June 7| 17533 | 1118399 138038 | 869884 | 74510 | 505191 | 69952 | 498361 | 46058 | 128127 | 503901 | 311%962
8 June 18 - 24 June 7| 138083 [157382| 13007 [1001911] 47301 | 550582 | 30880 | 538241 | 37396 | 165523 | 305677 | 3515639
9 Jume: 25+ 1 July 7| 613 |104e5] 97608 | 1099510 20585 | 575167 | 16019 | 554260 | 23535 | 189058 | 220860 | 3738499
10 July 2 -8 July 7 | 2sa0 [13a33s| 38109 1137628 15694 | 500861 | 400 | 554660 | 1688 | 205926 | 01911 | 3830410
1 July 9- 15 July 7 | 15807 |135742| 16638 |114266] 16631 | 607492 | 913 | S637%4 | 727 | 213753 | 66037 | 3896447
12 July 16 - 22 July 7 | 55967 [1413100| 30896 |1184962] 49712 | 657204 | 13541 | 5M7335 | 4304 | 218077 | 154240 | 4050667
13 Juby 23 - 29 July 1 B0 [144219| M128 [1200090| 6472 | 663676 | 3501 | 580836 | 687S | 224952 | 708G | 4173
14 Juby 30 - 5 August 1 BI09 |1450328| 20951 |12300d1| 5533 | 66O214 | 3555 | SR4391 | E521 | 23173 | 48674 | 416447
15 Augist 6- 12 August 1 050 | M53380) 1d22 |1MMe3| 0 | o024 | 1000 | el | BYY | 237290 | 18361 | 4167808
16 August 13 - 19 August 7| s [me311] 1275 [1278] 0 | eeond| 1031 | 564 | 5057 | 243347 2174 | 4216982
17 August 20 - 26 August 7| 719 [Momo| 2561 [127319] 0 [ee24| 0 | Se6daR | e954 | 249301 | 354 | 4254036
18 | August27- 2 September ! G200 | M4TEOM0) 13640 |12919%9) O | 66e4| O o492 | 17T | 251072 | 21611 | 4275647
19 | September3-0S%eptember | 7 2120 |1499030| 10884 |1302843| 173 | 660387| 0 | 586492 | 2608 | 253680 | 35785 [ 4311432
20 | Seprember 10- 16 September | 7 B0 (153502 36098 | 13380410 9586 | G7ROTI | ME | SEOT5 | 4532 | LRI | BMII | 4400643
N |September17to23September| 7 | 27758 |1563300| 36672 |1375613| 11104 | 690077 | 48 | 597457 | 3641 | 261853 | E7657 | 4488300
20 [September to30September] 7 | 33685 |1506085| 36226 |1411839( 13736 | 703813 | 6682 | 604130 | 5137 | 266990 | 05466 | 4583766
23 | October 1107 October 7 | 54940 [1651905| 36946 |1448785] 20040 | 723853 | 2258 | 605397 | 379 | 270869 | 137063 | 4720829
4 | Ocober8toldOctober | 7 | 59203 |1711128| 44306 |1493091| 24493 | 78346 | 14950 | 640356 | 372 | 2741 | 146533 | 4867362
5 October 15 - 21 October ! W97 | 1746065| 31851 |1504%42| 9416 | 757762 | 4010 | G6A4386 | O | 274441 | BO214 | 4947576
26 | Ociober22-280ctober | 7 | 23730 |1769795| 41906 |1566848| 487 | 758M9| 2711 |6Me37| 0 | 274441 66394 | 5013970
) October 29- 4 November ! 0 |1769785| 23702 | 1%0550| O | 7%8M9) 0 BARYT | 0 | 274441 | 23107 | 5087672
38 | SNovember-11November | 7 0 |1769785| M142 | 1614683 0 | 7S8M9) 0 | 644637 O | 274441 ) 24142 | 5061814
29 | 12 November - 18 November | 7 0 1769795 15276 | 1629%¢8( O [ /58240 O BAR3T [ 0 | 24| 18276 | SOTNAD
30 | 19 November - 25 November | 7 0 |1769m5| 30256 | 1secoze| O | 758M9| 0 [ 6Me3| 0 | 274441 30056 | 510746
Total 1769795 1660224 T3 644637 441 5107346

1. Kedamath opened on May 2, 2025 and closed on October 23, 2025 175 Days)

2. Badrinath opened May 4, 2025 and dosed on November 25, 2025 206 Days)

3. Gangotri opened April 30, 2025 and closed on October 22, 2025 ( 176 Days)

4, Yamunotri opened April 30, 2025 and closed on October 23, 2025 (177 Days)

5, Hembund Sahib opened May 25, 2025 and closed October 10, 2025 {139 Days)
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Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
SNo | Date | Day |Kedamath "':::ls Badrinath ""Tr::; Gangotri “E:;’ Yamunotr v::ﬂ:ls T:;M f‘:’: Total | Grand Total
1| Apr-30 |Wednesday 3110 14112 mn | 1m
2 | May01| Thursday 8844 8310 15154 | 3237
3 |May02| Friday | 30154 7408 712 g7 | 77050
4 |May03| Saturday | 25220 6291 853% o047 | 117097
5 |May0d| Sunday | 24325 23580 8086 014 | 66155 | 183212
6 |May05| Monday | 26180 14720 8494 9607 50001 | 24113
7 |May06| Tuesday | 20575 | 128454 | 11394 | 49694 | 9422 | 49655 | 7782 | 65563 51173 | 293386
8 | May07 |Wednesday| 21221 16804 8476 8317 54828 | 348214
9 | May-08 | Thursday | 20067 13180 1752 8930 0129 | 398343
10 |May09| Friday | 18012 10489 7967 9304 S| 45
11 |May10| Saturday | 18205 1302 10535 9590 51356 | 495471
12 |May11| Sunday | 20424 13971 9866 10773 55034 | 550505
13 |May12| Monday | 21965 13041 10049 %23 S4678 | 605183
14 |May-13| Tuesday | 21454 | 141548 | 15347 | 95858 | 11180 | 65625 | 9282 | 65829 57263 | 662446
15 | May-14 |Wednesday| 21058 15333 10589 8377 55357 | 717803
16 [Mayt5| Thrsday | 22059 | | 1908 | 999 9419 60820 | TM6B
17 |May16| Friday | 20758 13301 9554 8478 53091 | 831714
19 |May17| Saturday | 21384 19250 10108 1037 61067 | 892781
19 |May18| Sunday | 2433 21258 9576 1129 66468 | 959249
20 |May19] Monday | 24356 20588 9983 10882 65809 | 1025056
2 |May-20| Tuesday | 24615 | 159866 | 20227 | 129010 | 11111 | 70508 | 10395 | 69176 b6348 | 1091406
22 | May-21 |Wednesday| 23546 20302 9812 10320 63980 | 1155386
23 |May22| Thursday | 24158 19484 11050 10584 65278 | 1220664
4 |May23| Friday | 24540 20703 10756 1173 67172 | 1287836
25 |May-24| Saturday | 25340 20627 1109 11340 68405 | 1356241
26 |May25| Sunday | 23574 2415 1250 10742 4440 73677 | 1429916
27 |May26| Monday | 25815 19624 11392 10755 1780 69366 | 1499264
20 |May-27| Tuesday | 23868 | 170841 18572 | 141729 | 12147 | 78761 | 13704 | 78618 | 1470 | 7650 | 69761 | 1569045
29 | May-28 |Wednesday| 25128 18935 13898 13957 1484 73402 | 1642447
30 |May29| Thursday | 23324 0183 14181 14050 1434 7572 | 1717619
N |May30| Fiday | 24232 19357 13646 11591 2417 71243 | 1788862
32 |May3t| Saturday | 23541 19654 11924 10447 2258 67824 | 1856686
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Uttarakhand Char Dham Yatra 2025
Pathways to Pilgrimage : Data Insights, Challenges & Opportunities
Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
SNo | Date | Day |Kedamath "::z‘ls Badrinath \'::J’ Gangi “T‘:fl‘ Yamunot t::‘ T:L"d v;:j’ Total |Grand Total
B | n01 | Sunday | 23193 19290 11574 10456 2195 66708 | 1923394
3 | n02 | Monday | 24135 21653 1075 10379 2075 0317 | 1993711
3% | un03 | Tuesday | 22543 | 166096 | 23659 | 144931 | 11151 | 87449 | 9960 | 0840 | 7953 | 20816 | 75266 | 2068977
3% | 04 [Wednesday| 24374 19018 1714 9168 8185 T2479 | 2141456
37| Jun05 | Thursday | 24671 19 31y 9880 7189 78786 | 2220242
¥ | un06 | Fiday | 26032 26117 10544 9625 1402 80322 | 2300564
¥ | Jun7 | Saturday | 23532 23126 11007 9370 8069 | 75104 2375668
40 | Jun-08 | Sunday | 23609 25567 10062 11373 Ba27 79058 | 2454726
41 | Jun-09 | Monday | 27912 27497 11051 9423 7695 83578 | 2538304
42 | Jun-10 | Tuesday | 25921 | 176251 24970 | 170624 | 10566 | 78083 | 9504 | 68363 | 6796 | 53763 | 77757 | 2616061
43 | un-11 {Wednesday| 26424 20284 9377 9560 6765 T2412 | 2688473
4 | Jun-12 | Thursday | 24351 19237 12351 1152 6826 74491 | 2762964
8 | Jun-13 | Foday | 24509 19544 11923 10840 6178 72994 | 835958
8 | dntd | Saturday | 26332 604 g || 10083 5570 73043 | 2909801
47 | nt5 | Sunday | 22506 PLITFE 11049 Y90 6521 70736 | 2960537
8 | Jun-6 | Monday | 23587 17935 10730 %431 B084 69767 | 3030304
49 | Jun-17 | Tuesday | 27424 | 175343 | 18509 | 138038 | 8996 | 74510 | 8615 | 69952 | 6114 | 46058 | 69658 | 3119962
50 | hun-18 (Wednesday| 24872 16369 7740 7419 nn 63572 | 3183544
51 | Jun-19 | Thursday | 22415 19628 8099 7903 6908 04953 | 3248487
52 | n0 | Fidey | 19315 19748 7543 7240 §739 80565 | 3309072
53 | hn2l | Saturday | 16232 19446 4972 6531 4039 53200 | 3362092
S [ W2 | Sunday | 17717 19523 5341 4517 4084 51182 | 3413474
55 | n23 | Monday | 20864 18063 5608 5774 4286 54595 | 3468069
5 | hun24 | Tuesday | 17568 | 130983 | 19250 | 132027 | 6088 | 47391 | 496 | 39880 | 4168 | 37396 | 47570 | 3515639
57 | n25 [Wednesday| 13232 18169 4436 3559 4040 13436 | 3559075
58 | hun-26 | Thursday | 11754 19550 3705 4638 4839 14486 | 3603561
% | W2 | Fiday | 9315 19039 5261 399 4255 41862 | 345423
60 | 2B | Saturday | 9530 13251 3073 3890 4013 3697 | 379120
61 | nd | Sunday | 8332 1070 0 0 517 2979 | 3702099
6 | 30 | Monday | 5675 B136 3458 0 1899 19170 | 3721269
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Pathways to Pilgrimage : Data Insights, Challenges & Opportunities
Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
SNo | Date | Doy |Kedamath ""T'f::f Badrinath ‘:ﬂf Gangotr ‘:ﬁ:‘ Yamunoti 1";;":: "’;::i”" “]'ﬁl’ Total | Grand Total
63 | Jubt | Tuesday | 5275 | 63113 [ 7391 | 9608 | 2652 | 1585 | 0 [ 16019 | 1912 | 23535 | 17230 | 3738499
b | W02 | Wednesday| 4232 5737 51 0 1831 14051 | 3752550
65 | JuH03 | Thursday | 5254 3789 215 0 2510 13668 | 3766218
6 | k4 [ Fiday | 1632 4683 1612 0 1588 o715 | 377593
67 | W05 | Saturday | 3124 589 1963 0 251 13150 | 3789083
8 | JH6 | Sunday | 2315 5581 2609 10 e 19384 | 3600467
69 | WH7 | Monday | 2465 01 257 150 1 15410 | 36178m7
70 | JulB [ Tuesday | 1618 | 20840 | 5416 [ 38109 | 2447 [ w565 | 130 | 400 [ 29m2 [ 16868 | 12533 [ 3830kt
71| JH9 [Wednesday| 1165 6088 1693 100 213 11659 | 3842069
72| WHO | Thorsday | 2015 179 283 266 534 7539 | 3849408
73 | Wk Friday 21 1567 it 1002 017 1939 | 3857547
7% | WH2 | Saturday | 1632 1637 [0 1610 1084 8204 | 3865751
5| WH3 [ Sonday | 215 ) 147 2069 1231 804 | 3874655
7 | k4 | Monday | 3240 1817 3080 o | | 76 10883 | 3085536
7| k5 | Tuesday | 3124 | 5807 | 1413 | 16638 | 3703 | 16631 | 2097 | 9134 | 572 | 77 | 10909 | 3896447
78 | JuH6 | Wednesday| 3110 140 5416 032 562 12630 | 3909077
79 | WH7 | Thorsday | 2615 1570 8161 2062 198 13106 | 3922183
B0 | WHB [ Fiday | 6432 216 2% 1864 499 20093 | 3942976
B | k9 [ Saturday | 9515 1766 11881 245 48 25645 | 3968021
B | k20 | Sunday | 153 [ [ 79 745 1815 768 20445 | 3998466
B3 | k21 | Monday | 15996 8645 7351 1661 B2 685 | 4033151
8 | k22 | Tuesday | 5765 [ 5967 | 6920 | 0896 | 28 4712 | 8K [ 13541 07 | 4a4 | 0536 | 4050687
B5 | JuH23 [ Wednesday| 6446 4285 1028 46 59 13181 | 4063868
B | k24 | Thusday | 4165 3535 10%9 49 1010 10057 | 4073925
B | kS | Fiday | 3 1N b4 607 %3 8806 | 4082731
B | Juk2 | Saturday | 2490 030 B3 546 %8 7965 | 4050696
B9 | k7 [ Sunday | 2139 026 104 543 1065 817 | 4098513
0 | JuHB [ Monday | 8325 1 B8 60 1247 14482 | 4112995
o0 | k29 | Tuesday | 253 [29110 | 30 [2et8 | 687 | edm2 | 403 | %01 | 1143 | 6875 | M8 | 407
2 | Jk30 [ Wednesday| 603 090 097 407 1353 b150 | 4126923
9 | k3t | Thusdsy | 110 U3 07 59 1147 3850 | 41003
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Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
SNo | Date | Day | Kedamath "‘i::‘ Badrnath “;;T Gangotr “:::‘ Yamunoti “;::[’ Tﬁ”ﬂ m’ Total | Grand Tota
o |Augdt| Fidey | 125 43 785 385 126 8653 | 4139426
95 | Augd? | Saturday | 450 304 1005 451 B3f 5987 | 4145413
% |Augd3| Sundey | 1392 3743 1087 846 1072 8100 | 4153513
o7 | augbd| Mondey | 3615 3067 B9 590 1243 93 | 468y
9 | Aug05| Tuesday | 1854 | 8109 | 2242 | 2951 | 518 | 5538 | 347 | 3555 | 1649 | 8521 | 6610 | 4169447
99 | Aug06 | Wednesday | 465 2044 0 152 T 91 | 4738
100 |Augd7| Thursday | 295 906 0 115 53 1848 | 417568
01 |Augd8| Friday | 731 159 0 % 103 09 | 4176778
102 | Augd9 | Saturday | 916 1190 0 130 B32 08 | 4179866
103 |Augd0| Sunday | 165 2069 0 108 44 B | 4180842
104 |Augdt| Monday | 415 179 0 03 0 517 | 4185359
105 [Augt2| Tuesday | 65 | 3052 | 2055 [142| o | o | 163 |10 | 166 | 317 | 2449 | 4187608
106 | Aug13 | Wednesday | 1964 0 0 0 0 1964 | 4189712
107 |Augtd| Thursday | 384 0 0 0 0 W | 415015
108 |AugdS| Friday | 1439 319 0 M 120 6269 | 4196425
109 |Augl| Soturday | 931 23 0 o Bs7 4545 [ 4200970
10 |Aug7| Sunday | 1654 2384 0 39 079 5416 | 4200%
11 [Aug18| Monday | 233 1826 0 0 T4 9% | Qum
12 [Augt9| Tuesday | 1105 | 9810 | 338 (135 0 | 0 0 | 1031 | 127 | 5057 | 5660 | 4216982
113 [ Aug-20 | Wednesday | 966 2413 0 0 Bs2 o1 | o
14 | Aug2t | Thursday | 831 3109 0 0 BB 4808 | 42260
1S5 | Ag22| Fidey | 78 2928 0 0 1201 907 | 423098
16 |Aug23 | Saturday | 1075 71 0 0 15 4949 | 40358m
17 |Aug24| Sunday | 1815 4 0 0 1261 | s
118 [Aug25| Monday | 1265 4811 0 0 129 306 | 4250460
19 | Aug26 | Tuesday | 789 | 7519 | 2%83 | 281 0 | 0 0 0 | 404 | 6954 | 3576 | 425403
120 | Aug:27 | Wednesday | 640 2174 0 0 W3 3157 | 45719
11 | Aug28 | Thursday | 1350 3547 0 0 291 5188 | 42501
122 |Aug29| Friday | 685 1256 0 0 20 143 | 406450
123 | Aug30 | Saturday | 1115 1832 0 0 20 49 | 46761
124 |Aug3t| Sunday | 1231 2468 0 0 239 9% | 47eit
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Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
$ho | Date | Day [Hedamath 1':::5 Badinah ‘:ﬁ‘ Gangoti 1':::]5 Yamunoti v:::ls H:ﬁ” "::::I‘ Totd | Grand Totd
125 | Sp01 | Monday | 069 1363 0 0 4% 326 | 4519
126 | Sep02 | Twesday | 510 | 6200 | 0 | 13640 0 0 0 0 0 | 1771 | S0 | 4275647
17 | %03 |Wednesday| 37 0 0 7| s
128 | Seo- | Thursday | 13 0 0 13 | 4275697
129 | %p05| Friday | 1370 0 0 1370 | 4277067
130 | Sep-06 | Saturday | 2155 128 0 0 83 347 | 4260514
130 | Sep07 | Sunday | 316 3% 0 0 949 TM6 | 4287760
132 | Sep-08 | Monday | 10523 3556 0 0 1028 15107 | 4302847
193 | Sep09 | Tuesday | 4860 | 22120 | 2963 | 10884 @ 173 | 113 0 0 569 | 2608 | B565 | 4311432
134 | Sep-10 | Wednesday| 5215 on 567 0 607 8609 | 4320041
135 | Sep-t1 | Thursday | 4712 5187 639 0 ) 11260 | 4331321
130 | Sep-12 | Friday | W15 6140 1019 0 m 13353 | 4344674
137 | Sep-13 | Saturday | 5128 6155 1654 0 m 13716 | 4358390
138 |Sep-14| Sunday | 4715 5843 1807 0 626 1991 | 4371381
139 | Sp-15 | Monday | 6112 8% 2118 0 U 14400 | 4335781
140 | Sep-16 | Tuesday | 5215 | 36512 | 4717 | 36098 | 1782 | 9586 | 2483 | 2483 | 665 | 4532 | 14862 | 4400843
141 | Sep-17 | Wednesday| 4218 5210 1418 1609 35 12808 | 4413451
142 | Sep-18 | Thursday | 3615 6544 1487 1349 266 13061 | 4426712
143 | Sep19 | Frdy | 4205 6260 1907 1329 i 14002 | 4440734
144 | Sep-20 | Saturday | 4012 5303 1450 1314 485 12584 | 4453318
145 | Sp21| Sunday | 418 43 1242 1218 87 11385 | 4464703
146 | Sep-22 | Monday | 423 B4 1510 %01 b2 11143 | 4475816
147 |Sep23 | Tuesday | 4045 | 27758 | 4858 | 36672 | 2090 | 11104 | 764 | 8462 | 727 | 3641 | 12484 | 4488300
148 | Sep-M | Wednesday| 3470 123 15M 588 636 13503 | 4501803
149 | Sep-25 | Thursday | 3612 497 1949 m 676 11856 | 4513661
150 |Sep-d6 | Friday | 4414 5575 1513 73 108 10945 | 452660
151 | Sep-27 | Saturday | 4218 5175 1927 1098 015 13033 | 4539639
152 | S%ep-28 | Sunday | 5224 4143 2055 1917 469 14408 | 4554047
153 | Sep-29 | Monday | 6532 3985 1831 87 10 14299 | 4568346
154 | Sepr30 | Tuesday | 6215 | 33685 | 5215 | 36226 | 2287 | 13736 | 70 | 6682 | 913 | 5137 | 140 | 4563766
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Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
SMo | Date | Day |HKedamath 1':2::'5 Badrinath i'::::;s Gangotri t::: Yamunotri H:E::IS HE;::;M 1":‘::'5 Total | Grand Total
155 | Oct-01 |Wednesday| 6435 4025 1679 295 674 13108 | 4596674
156 | Oct-02 | Thursday | 6324 4654 2009 1672 544 15203 | 4612077
157 | Oc03 | Friday | 8816 w23 023 1944 413 17019 | 4629096
156 | Oct-04 | Saturday | 11212 0323 187 2454 §32 2918 | 4652014
159 | Oct05 | Sunday | 837 5712 3156 5120 743 23118 | 4675132
160 | Oct-06 | Monday | 7612 0937 1578 5101 564 23792 | 4698924
161 | Oct-07 | Tuesday | 6154 | 54940 | 5472 | 36946 | 5308 0040 | 4662 | 21258 | 309 | 3879 | 21905 | 4720829
162 | Oct-08 (Wednesday| 5614 5042 6217 2360 498 19731 | 4740560
163 | 9-0ct | Thursday | 6415 8242 5545 4397 074 27663 | 4768203
164 | 100t | Friday 7812 7695 m 2057 Closed | 3572 | 20937 | 4789160
165 | 11-0ct | Saturday | 10312 8285 3143 1211 7 2951 | 481111
166 | 120ct | Sunday | 9220 342 202 1518 19282 | 4831393
167 | 130ct | Monday | 12315 488 2510 171 21419 | 4852612
168 | 14-0ct | Tuesday | 7515 | 59203 | 3768 | 44306 | 2103 | 24493 | 1164 | 14959 14550 | 4867362
169 | 150ct (Wednesday| 5215 4011 1596 848 11690 | 4879052
170 | 160ct | Thursday | 5512 3096 19 083 11082 | 4890134
M |10 | Fiday | 513 5195 1505 1185 13098 | 4503232
17 | 180ct | Saturday | 4215 4708 1274 45 10942 | 4914174
173 | 190ct | Sunday | 4415 4769 21601 M3 11568 | 4925762
174 | 200¢t | Monday | 4852 3909 %7 m | 564 | 4935608
115 | 21:0ct | Tuesday | 5515 | 34937 | 5543 | 3851 | 752 | 9416 | 158 | 4010 11968 | 4947576
176 | 220ct [Wednesday| 12315 785 % 1% 20726 | 4966302
177 | 230ct | Thursday | 11415 1N Closed | 487 | 12 | M 18669 | 4586971
178 | 240ct | Friday | Closed | 23730 | 4004 Closed 4004 | 4990975
19 1250t | Saturday 6913 ' 6913 | 4597888
180 | 260ct | Sunday 6104 6104 | 5003992
181 | 27:0ct | Monday 5393 5393 | 5009385
182 | 28-0ct | Tuesday 4585 | 41906 4585 | 5013970
183 | 29-0ct |Wednesday 333 | 3633 | 5017603
164 | 30-0ct | Thursday 4 4 | s
185 | 310ct | Friday 323 331 | 5004608
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Pathways to Pilgrimage : Data Insights, Challenges & Opportunities
Pilgrim Numbers - Daily Weekly & Monthly Totals
Week's | .. | Weeks .| Week's .| Week's |Hemkun | Week's
SMNo| Date Day |Kedamath Total Badrinath Total Gangotri Total Yamunotri Total | dsahib | Total Total | Grand Total
186 | 1-Mov | Saturday n7 37 5027735
167 | 2-Mov | Sunday 2912 2912 | 5030647
188 | 3-Nov | Monday 18 318 | 5033865
189 | 4Nov | Tuesday 3607 | 23702 3807 | 5037672
190 | 5-Mov |Wednesday 2967 2967 | 5040639
191 &-Mov | Thursday 2900 2900 | 5043539
192 | T-Mov | Friday 2844 2844 | 5046383
193 | 8-Nov | Saturday 5649 5649 | 5052032
194 | 9-Nov | Sunday 4501 4501 | 5056533
195 | 10-Nov | Monday 3609 3809 | 5060342
196 | 11-Nov | Tuesday 1472 | 24142 1472 | 5061814
197 | 12-Nov |Wednesday 1385 1385 | 5063199
198 | 13-Nov | Thursday 2430 2430 | 5085629
199 | 14-Nov | Friday 1704 1704 | 5067333
200 | 15-Nov | Saturday 3067 3067 | 5070400
201 | 16-Nov | Sunday 1461 1461 | 5071861
202 | 17-Nov | Monday 52 2062 | 5073913
203 | 18-Nov | Tuesday 377 | 15276 Ky Hli 5077090
204 | 19-Nov |Wednesday 013 3013 | 5080103
205 | 20-Nov | Thursday 2897 2897 | 5083000
206 | 21-Nov | Friday 2492 2492 | 5085492
207 | 22-Nov | Saturday 4140 4140 | 5089632
208 | 23-Nov | Sunday 4638 4438 5094270
209 | 24-Nov | Monday 5623 5823 | 5100093
210 | 25-Nov | Tuesday 7253 | 30256 7253 | 5107346
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Graphical Representations

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHAR DHAM YATRA
DAYS IN 2023, 2024 & 2025
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MONTHLY TOTALS OF TOURISTS VISITING ALL
THE CHAR DHAMS
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MONTHLY TOTALS FOR BADRINATH
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Media
Coverage

Char Dham Yatra 2025

Section A : Governance/Process &
SOP/Economy/Pilgrim Numbers/
Crowd Management
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" ‘No role of Char Dham
body in religious issues’

—— N
h Govt's’ A
Stalieholders slam Govt's’ experimental Govt Allays
approach to Char Dham Yatra, demand Teerth Purohits’
f

focus on ground-level issues Apprehensions
PURNIMA BISHT ¥ Dehradun Kautilya.Singh

eipite the Sate governments re 10 raach their el destination within  untrained drivers aperate here, We alio @timesofindia.com

st claitms of enbansing prepa:  Rishikeah tself. That's how bad the traffic  osked o reduce the validity of prvalls for

ratins for the Char Dham Yaira - was. When the police cannot the  outside deivers to 15 days instead of slx Deohradun:  Uttarakhand
{hin year, sevaral siakehoklors incliding -m,mumﬂ I|m.| wp Mo En d;nm ‘monibs, s they do not sverstay and ailecs govt is all aet to come up with
Iogal residents involved in bisinossed re:  and pny clas randomily. Why ihe livelihood of losal diivers. Soon, an CharDham Yatra Authority
oted 10 pilgrisage have oritichsest the ad-  would twurliss wani to rome back after  pider will be issued a8 par which outside aChar

ot . m ing - such et cupaiencet Lastgan, the  irivrs il endovement il b imied - which would look into the

raidm exprAmants insicad of resolving  suthifities Blamed unregistersd 1ourlsts s only 15 days,” he sald, Panvear alio op- smooth eonduct of the annu-

siatenit ground-evel Jasmes. Am-d’ for the it tho trth 14, thy il posed romoving rhﬂl\nulnh saying that al pilgrimage and other key
Ing to them, sugntial problerms wich &8 to iwan |x\:rycm_1h government  withoul police frosts, cri e andl viotations in the stat A
s mismiampumash and damaged ot néeds o it rafhc ot, That  will increase. “This Yaira (s oo main religiotiseventaIninostate. . - 8
e T LR oy e e ot ey o ahrawatpovthadcreated R

3 . o 2 - A,
tiains and formalities are futile If pilgrisms ihll’h M‘:»‘«lhd.'hwlwmm- i, However, 'mmnauc of the Slh:%l]‘:‘g:; Dwu&anam ROLES DEFIN dy will have no role in religious
i Aot h e . e Dim, Hitl Asselaiton 0o ChaT Dha Trards Faroht sehant L rLham e sald additional G5 Anand Bardhan
Theychim that o many reles wll ot camily urged the govetament to remove chayot B Sl said it the Char Board, which was a similar  financial of temples,
halp i the roads rernnin Bliched wivd thase  Uhe hi

nvdorsomient fest tequiroment for  Dham Hatel Association is nal against body having administrative

wadety rules, they juat want the govern-
mi i focun on ru:ullllih\. He wated,
sea the same problems,
S Dovkan pon, Tt s a1 e
[ e ot i s e g
¢ for niuurhmmw wilertaben by
ol wiksha, and now, they l

ing. These complicata processés put
m\d préssigre on piligrima sven
ihey begin theie urnu;. And
when these pilgrims A reach here.
Vhey get stuck in long trafis jama bor
. hicaiws, It is Trustrati st want the
¥ poremmen o kasp and fis the
sl ﬂrl,l.'hfml‘i alalmed, "In E}’:ﬂ.
arpund 5 i Catnd 10 Yalra
Irmln“ to the shrines arp sack for  commerdial drivers from other States,  and in 2024, Ihulwnhtc m'n
hours, Many wrged the geverment i ahl.mmr that i hamipess the spmooth fow  lakh, & decrease of sbout nina lakl, But
prepare a obisi thivemonth plan dodi-  of pilgrims. They also called for the elim-  if you count actual - bevel move:
cated b Dhe Yatra period, o6 those are the  ination of the gaw and barried systomaand  ment, only about
peak manths for both tousism and pil:  RTO nla aling Use rote, argning  camia last yoar, because fi one comes o
!;nn-m. A qesort pwnet in Rishikesh, that thede create \lnnﬁwury'm. . visit juat anve Dham, 1 wo do rot address
abhat Aswal skl that overy yoar, the  Mowever, the rmmm of the Uu.x. the basics, this number will cantinug to
Bame b i from traffic chaos,  hand Tud Masi Mahasangh Sundar Singh  decline” The stakebaldars galled o the
miscommun , poor infrastradture  Pamar defended the hil snd e Siale g rioritisé p d
and ¥yl "‘l.l.'.%“ﬁlm""'"w gets done.  quirement. "W worked hard to ensure the  on-ground Teforms over hmla‘nlk

tonk people usi four  government made hill endorsemients  hurdies o ensure that the Char Iham
bours o Ygach Rishikesh from Dolhi bui  man ﬂyﬁnul!mmmhl{nmvn-( Yaen s @ spiritisally folfili
‘tl 1ok thath another three (o four hoars mmaldunmh Yarra. 1 bs not safe to umm‘mumw exparience for al
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i ry Anand
! %’wm beathree-tier structu-

and financial control of the
yatra. It had led to vehement
protests by ‘teerth purohits’
{priests of the shrine towns)

. whonlleged that they had tra-
i ditional rights over the temp-
: les' affairs which were being
i “usurped by the administra-
! tive body”. The Devasthanam
| Board was eventually dissol-
i wedafter the protests.

Now, with the Dhami govt

! goingahead with planstocre-
i ate a similar
: apprehensions whether it
i will lead to protests again.
i However, govt said the propo- -
i sedauthority willnot interfe-
i re in the religious activities
¢ of theshrines.

body, there are

Additional chief secreta-
Bardhan told TOL:

with one committee hea-
by CM, secand by CS and

i the third one by a commissio-
! et The role of the authority
: would be to facilitate long-

term planning of religious
events and their conduct. It
will have no role in religious
matters or any kind of finan-
cialeontrolof the temples.”
Bardhan pointed cut that
the draft for the authority is
being prepared by a panel.
“The authority will decide
the policies while looking in-
to various aspects. The body
would have a budget for the
infrastructure-related deve-
lopment works, which would
be required for the develop-
ment of routes and providing
botter facilities for the key re-
liglous events,” said the se-
nior IAS officer
On questions related to
the protest over Devastha-
nam Board, he added: “We ha-
ve made clear that the autho-
rity would not have any say in
religious events or control of
finance related to temples.”
Reeently, stakeholders in-

cluding priests, had met

Bardhan and expressed their
views overthe issue. They we- :
re of the opinion that instead :
of an authority, govt should
opt for coming up with a ‘de-
velopment council’. “These |
aresuggestions, whichweare |
getting but a final decision
will be taken by the govt,” ad-
ded the officer.

1n Nov 2019, the Trivendra
Rawat led cabinet had passed
the Char Dham Devasthanam
Board Act, which had bro-
ught over 50 temples, inclu-
ding the Char Dham shrines
under the state’s control. The
Act,whichhadled tothecons-
titution of a board headed
an IASofficer, was o]
priests as they elaimed it was
an effort to deprive them of
their centuries-old rights of
administering the temples.

Thebill passed in thgstate
assembly in Dec 2009. Later,
the Tirath Singh Rawat govt
repaaled the Board. f
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>73 casualtie ecorded du g
1st month of Char Dham yatra

65 Died Due To

/159 deaths during 2025
Char Dham Yatra Govt

FIELD PERSONNEL

cialist assistance induded. 47

sn-m;lure. trained manpower.

Health Issues, 8

Chhattisgarh pilgrim among 2 dead as

L Emeew| WERE TRAINED TO  expents the state health systems, and emergency i Kedarna
DEMRADUN: As this year's Char - RECOGNISE HIGH-  department. 40 from the Gov-  response mechanisms, he . Killed In Accidents rockfall hits Vehlde on way to th

Yatra inches 10 its RISK SYMPTOMS, ernment of India, and 10 from  added. 1 . struck thavehicls’s right side
conclusion, at least 159 state-run and Pilgrims also noted im| -
have lost Ih:‘i;lﬂm duringthe MANAGE m;.legi: M o ients Nimesh Bhu,.d;vw:; Dehradan; Amany asiSpil:

deaths el and stal rom Surat, said. el f“ —t I s the.

pmmb’;unhwnm and s'ﬁlERGEN%ES’ D e T S s e e e TP S g
other triggered by high- ramshala staf. mule handlers, - The elderly were pre- M.hef.'lulﬂ While am- 3
altitude conditions, fatigne,and  ONSET OF and val re tralned to  ventive care, and those with Killed in .
Strenuous 1 Unarakhand  HYPOTHERMIA rmog.llkr high- risk symptoms,  heart issues were advised cau- he vor a4

tion or 1o avoid trekkis

e

sources.
Dificiisasid that o pll-
duse to

State Emergency Operation Cen- and pre-
tre (SEOC) data released on Tue- vent hypothermia, especially on Anand Shukla. temy wu-n n-umvhom Fri from Cl who was
day revealed. tary Dr R Rajesh Kumar said, pqusm.m routes like Kedar-  and munbel nfm . The incident plsce af  sestednextiohim.diedinhe pronestreich Hage bouiders
L5 Sgyresells-op L Bkng Wtal abad pernanint 4 ol Hadlih Atstaockes I TSR0, ey aten {30 Fotlowed - ‘Driver of the vehicie mm-r injurien ...5 Wors ta:  vor had no time to roact.” Ho
decline lastyear's 251 fatali- mmmmmmm gugeswm mr:ag‘?a- “Due to be:ler heallh mnnlgei_ ...,.. m)._ Vamunotrl (13) and_ josh Rajput, 35, who hailed to a ty health that in view of the we-
decline to improved I‘c.:l tional um year, sllcng wid\.u ..g.m:' tmlllﬁy tions wie': ﬁwﬁxﬂ&mm ;. ople ma?n’mmnmr "I:: died on mnlgm while Shai- mﬂ“:. full was trigge-  ve been ammc o sxerciss -
# ing  red by a minor landsli It extracaution.
nffastruceurs, incremsedavare.  newly bullt 7-bed hospital In . ploced slong theyatraroute.  men should continyestrength- HR = e e S IRdeRe
ness, and better management th. Health screening y ening| that casualties sans as woll as accidents. medical relief posts Within en in
along the routes. unsnsm increased t0 57, for digital data d r H s docretasy theyatralsfistmonth” b s abatis o of health, Toron-
mpm“licd,EMmMTS d“:;fﬂ&gﬁ M%MWTM% n:nm;mmm‘:\‘erlwprl hmmm?m;.ns?wmn i m‘ ot ot o o This e o Tt 1Y B peare el SO, | sarvins 1o tha Cngbwg T
Badrinath, yasaud (Pauri included 82 departmental e health facilities. Still, this nurses, 30 bidities and we: monih of the yatra.
¥: ri, o 31 su) e S 3090 under the ‘high-risk’ catego- "Thatour shrinies arosiius-
e ‘mﬂ%?_ﬁ.;a rf'.ﬂﬁ gl ocitle e . cJYS aimiaes pipen ﬁms Al-based air amb:p | altiesas compared to the pro- m,.,.m""" Pt N e Sian: 300008
po Ea Staff were  ated by AIIMS Rishikesh,' Br  and drone systems to engdre | inpauration.  Headdeaing:  bisod DARK oA (WG BISGA SlD.  cos SO Pl coun. i the pilari
season, the focus wason  deployed across the. Kumar said. 'Th!synﬂ swift evacuation of cojfical i of around 4.3 saollod on red flags. ining  may ku :;:i Llong-
infrastry eireuit, by an addi- lgmﬂum patients to multi-speciality hos- et | pil was conductod As per official datn. Meost 10 thelr health and 28 were v il ‘with un-
ture; healthseere.  tional 336 medical afficersand _ ment i heaitheare pupared— ‘pitals like ATIMS Rishikesh.” nt centres along with  of the fatalities took place  convinoed to go back ety g hoalih Conaitions.

%dead in Kedarnath landslide;
more rainfall likely this week

Why the Kedarnath Yatra.
has become accident prone

he Kedarmnath Yatra is among the oldest
and sacred pilgr in India. s

T In such scenarios, prossure

JHPTREIITE IS )

the pdministation and pilots w overlook

TGS GFe lrlm:d nt e time of Adi safety protocols. Strict enforcoment

Shankarncharya, who ls belleved 1w dn':ib(')mnng ire ‘mmufmr
have restored the shrine. Farwnuled ﬂnﬁmhpﬂﬂbﬂﬁi-wﬂmu.
ta be a wpiritual journey mar would abuo substantially redue the number
el Tather thaii fiscre Migghts, somathing that goes against comm
dition, g [ T m;ru.-n- cinl interests and public demnand, — ©
ure i the n?_rhtaakvm'bmm On June 15, 2025, a Bell 407 helicopter
distriet in 1M, However, W route frem Kedarnath wo erush

a clrastic m-ml killing all seven on board. including a chi
mpuuP?ﬂnwuuuu mmmmw Iﬂhn
, enpecal lhrl“rlmeMI:zlrrr uhdmummpnmr}lu;u
M mlwsm shrine, the Yatra has it

Tk life i thome of the passenigers. This
mnhmumpw-nmmMmem

SEET AR % in foorfall. From
a avernge of just 2, pilgrims in th Char [¥ham Y
W%xnnmbww“m M.Oﬂ; m:m mmﬂuhtmmmmwm
mdnr.ﬂlh absout logistical, coological, wri,?;mmm combined with vioktions of
S0P, e
The massive influx of pilgrims has placed This calls for scrutiny and in
mmnnl&mh's To ensure a safe
Fraggibe and car- Yatra, a multl-pro *,
with 45 man. h.tr. : lnhl vast n\unbc nﬂm
ple wore found drad snder e b added, Wy, Selakbetin Abors Champawat, Bageshrar, a0d iisal 8 become Inereas
e e e e e B g
‘both pulnguin porters  Efumath plgrisage rouse dur- ewlh‘lmdwu Liokaghutin (hasspuvest with prit—ripuing Alps. This
frvw s nd Kbl ing the moimoom semson, where e, DRy ocacons such & e s v it 13 ing sciialtive. Ashok nﬂu-“mmmmmv g
| ey DS ket S S R T ar  Shermahe wording
e pere it Ral il e . morplied into n atus symbol.drwven KUMAr ruvel Once operational, the uss of
social medin tronds where the spie. == |y P mugt be phised out,
gﬂmh ﬂmnwﬂ with com ve il
selfle culire a nig rights, provided for hore owners, The ropeway
After the 2013 disaster, the pith hsct g—qvj“::lmuﬂ e exeeisted e
m:mmnluhnlnmmuuemun ‘Weather-based flight restrictions should be
rain shifts, making the journey more arduous.  ma I
T shared pathiway for horses and systems at all helipads. Pilots should receive
has become overcrowided, unl e, unsafe, lined training in i g, and
and even inhumane. 1t holds the potential to teir duty hours mist L Hel-
furn into & major ragsdy ipads should be tec upgraded to
Helicopter services, oce introduced as ensure safe take-offs and and only
relief and convenience utility, have WW technieally superior hiellcopters mecting the

become another source of ecological
adlministrative strin. It causes ok o
consuimes fossil fucls. and generates vibrations

highest maintenance smndards ahould be
allowed 1o - A centralised command

ﬂpﬁhiwkmntwm
e centre for all helieopter operations shsild be

TR R

L thait niega Impact the delicate mountain — set up, and public safety advisories
T, P L TR
mmdlMMmm lirwingg emnbsodiment of .:nzlrﬂml :;-

TN R e R
m*wﬂwﬂmmw ; ﬂiﬂﬂmdwdwhhpmml.wuﬂmul mmm-&dithmmm

, and mmpant commaercialisation are threaten:

E with long queues, black marketing and fake  ing lts very essence. Urafe travel, ecologi:
- . PRy gy, e oot
_hm et P when the is clear — d doften  halders, including the ment,
& _.e i o = 10,000 as & result of VI reguests and ¥ mnw
T b iro *I A wzmmm ¥ i thet In the
g m i Wl fegion "hmmﬂnnnurr‘:

Visibiliny can dresp to sera wi
utos, safe bl even

rendering
i, L. hlﬂrq:lmmw af Sports University of Harwana,

Aghok Ifullnar.u_ranm: director general
pidive, Uitarrakhand, is vice-chanoel)
vigwd expreasid are

Wikl e
iwii TR
EERE Im%‘wl_
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‘Kedar mule services pa' ed

Shivani.Azad
@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: Pony services on
the 16km Kedarnath yatra rou-
te were suspended for Tuesday
and Wednesday after 15 mules
and horses died due to heﬂlr%
complications. Two expe:

from Haryana's National Rese-
i : arch Centre on Eqml;lg:

L £ e L (NRCE) were sent to
: : WA R T e e ) Ay simag)onevmasﬂmkudrapm- aials ehioned s o
"m*‘lsmﬁ‘ St F= 3 administration confirmed and other symptoms resem!
e R M| Tt Sferhm e wfify Hhat the24 hour halt was exten- ling Equiine Influenza (ED), tho-

jef veterinary officer Dr  ted. Equine Influenzaisahigh- -
As&erl%awat said sampling ly contagious RNA virusanda
continued till Tuesday, and all  common cause of res
symptomatic equids would be  illness amongeq:

a R
i _— uedon P 5
mem G‘Qﬂﬂﬁ LL %

for El, quarantined’

» Continued fromP 1
; similar outbreak was re-

- 5 e : corded during the 2009 Ke-
Ia:'aalq -‘ﬁ ql! J:II::'EB' $ = darnath yatra.
& Authorities warne:n qﬁucig
W - »” ers against rel
Sl Jar31l &1 Saral= . e R
AT : &

291 9 e 40 R A W 1 woumdbs benatised upder the Fre-

T waTE TS ARE vention and Control of mﬂectm ‘l:n e

FEver - Wt e s £ and Contagious Diseases

=ft ferrTy TreEE SiRI S wEn = mals Act, 2009.

12 e A e e s A s BVRC Purushottam, secretary,

HEEiA W ST Sywers wwd & husbandry department,
Wor i W W aren 88 & 1T ani.'l:n.al. - died of diar-
3N A 10 ofevere aft oty 2 3 " said eight animals oot
wET & 3N wree A v o A 3 rhoea and .seven of colic.

BT wreg Paftret sl Ao - 5.800 are currently registered for
T & | 1Y 10 vk 3 Aer o s G . > idthat vetshavevet
wan 3k oS ML B theyatra. Hesaid tha ased

wrfire wTErT 4 o X to confirm whether the dece =

i L animals had contracted EI. Ex-
Ty T it =i =t pertsaredeployed in Rudraprayag
ST T 2 et w T #) to provide medical help.

e & ot aRaEr W e Dham pilgrims re-
et e gt =i o v Many Char ins to re-
Y Frofa @ fae T whererr . 1y on equids and palanguins =
Tt i W n e - ach shrines at elevations of up to
Waq-'ﬂ R el :m A a,ip(ﬂnl : 14,85¢+rin Garhwal Himalayas.
e =iy &1 ot g b
ﬂ'wmﬂ‘fm’uwﬂr& E = >

Why ‘Rambara Express’ makes
Kedar flight so risky for pilots

[4

F\og came in like a curse... and
In seconds, it was all over’

i = Tiaes News Nerwoni they saw a devastating sight. “Thore was a
Lack Visibility,  HELT ROUTE HAZARD [~ little girl Iying on the ground. She wasn't mo-
ck Of Radar & i Dehradun: Sharmila Devi, who witnessed  ving, Tt lonkod 1ike F i kel
Air Traffic Control . | Sunday'scrashfrom just20metresawny,pro-  thechoppor and hita rock,” said pr
Increase Risks vided an oyewitness account to authorities Authorities later identified the child ns

on how the tragedy unfoldod. A littlooveran  two-year-old Kashi, daughter of umar
i hour before the erash, Devi, a Gaurikundre-  Jaiswal, 41, n coal Lr.n‘:?‘arwr ﬁ:ﬁ%pﬁnm 4
i sident, and her sister had left home with rashira, and his wife Shraddha Jaiswal, 35,
i other women around 4am to cut fodder in the  The others whodied in the erash were Capta.
forests of Gauri Mai Khark for mules and in Rajvecr Singh Chauhan, the pilot anda re-
horses used by pilgrims, They reached thefo-  sident of Jalpur; Vikram Rawat, 45, a Badri-
mtbysan:!. “At that time, there wereclouds,  Kedar tomple committes representntive
but nofog,” recalled Devi, from Rudraprayag; and Vinod Devi, 86, nnd |
Then, Without warning, things changed.  Trishti Singh, 19, both from Uttar Pradesh. i

e 5

warned that poor visibi-
Lity and lack of radar or air
trafific

Rt “Suddenly, s the helicopter flew in, a thick mnm said they alerted a nearby
Idemts. iedor = after, whethen
lacka Innllutlm:.l Jviation DL 3 e > :‘llad others. But by the time help arrived, the
weather systoms. & mage had been done: the bodies had been
A vaesean pilot with s |} isinkity can drop from clear skies to near zero i appeared out of nowhere, like n curtain charred in thefire. Rescue teams from SDRF
45 yoars igh-altitude fy- within minutes. In such confined spaces. then's
ing experience told TOI that | almast na roam for wide turns or aRtitudo AdhStments : 3&] from thnblk;: Th&! g:upper turned  and NDRF later recovered all seven bodies.
Kedarnath requires “sharp | e s GrTCiAL eircl ack, an n moved for. Her nccount aligns with what experts su-
A G B e ks Wi, D TR ot e | crashed. It hap- mwmm‘ﬁmmgmcmn_m |
m‘;.wﬁun.mhm-: choud burst | Dense space | Tight valley pmndrllhlhelhmuurum.lnmr h triet cor NK Raj-
flown in the s vanlloy { """"....-.n- mmm--l-e | I'dwitness somethingso terrifying, andthat  war had said, “It seems the weather changed !
gn‘s'(“h.uhlldmm tho tmpact i m""’"m’"‘m‘“"" l'.unmci?tl:s," I:th;l ud.ded.l i . suddenly, creating foggy conditions thatcau- |
E RAnEATS and Lincholl. or evastve £ it g ns quickly as it appeared.  sedt " i
n"mm:"’-'-mm qu;u‘;’:l.: | navigation extremely difficult i | visibility loss during Might weather furns hostie B hotmﬂmcwldqmmm. thechopper  nal mﬁhmgmwmﬁéwmmzzﬁw i
ldeup ::.':' "';,'.f'fi;.".?g’f.?{ o i e wa l:lﬁ_'nmo]: It happened fast,” she said, low nlort for Sunday for heavy rain ncross 10
theairroute toKedarnath. “It  almoat no room for wide : @ 8isters ran toward the wrockage,  distriots, including Rudraprayag, ;
Ty na rapidly and allows twrns or altitude adjust. ————
very little reaction time,” he ments,” ke added .
Ty e
Just before the final turn to  India Meteorological Depart of s. 2 Is appica
€ redu.  ment, said the valley’s com; blo on this. for alithe
g viribiling ex torrain sudden locations. Dehradun,
valley Brom Sonprayes shd  oomditanoupe e, which mw
Dass” throush Bacrs und,  arerisky for flights. Haridwar, Roorkee,
Jnngalchatti, Rambara amd Pilots fiving in the region Saharanpur, Nainital,
Lincholi bofore reaching Ko~ confirmed that sortios. ae Rudrapur, Meerut, A
darnath. Pilots said the nar.  conducted without radar or i
row, twisting corridor allows  air traffic control, relying so. Mohiuddinpur, Muradnagar
Little voom for manosuvre if  Jaly on visual havigation. " Moradabad,. >
weathar conditions shift. Though over 260 flights ope- | MHHILm:.m
Motoorologiats linkedthe rate atly during the Ol be In addition to the regular cover
P where MOIL SIE 10 for. D avpE e e s, ace . | price printed on the masthoad.
i s g e i 100 suation or totiivional o
st~ A serioe official T iots (0 sliare waather ipasias E £ —_—

Ingdia meteorologieal dopart.
Sl isibility can fall to by sighi in a Zomscvi for
o . turns.
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NO ATC, no radars: Pilots rely~ PEa f
H H i ce Sth helicopter acciden
SPEF S Sow = Ragiad et deminSh sula-mg in Char Dham Yatra

raises concerm on safety

FIONEER MNEWS SERVICE = Dcehradun
The helicopter crash in Medical Sciences (AIINMS)
Kedar valley on sun- Rishikesh sent to airlift a
day morning that killed all female pilgrim suffering
seven passcngers includ- from acute respirator

“without Strict
SOPs, Pilots Will
Keep Flying Blind®

ing the pilot on board is distress |
the fifth such incident in crashed near the helipad I
the last 38 days on the in the shrine. The tail of i
CThar Dham Yatra route. the helicopter hit the
The alarming regularity .%rouncl during landing. ’
- = with  which these acoge" ‘he ilot. a doctor of
A dents are cccurring have ATINMS Rishikesh and a f
ey put kup nh ig qufstlol} nursing officcdr c\-f‘l:hc- 1;1_ |
2 mark on the operation o stitute escaped unhurt in
S crashes in 6 weeks “-‘XP?SE “t the Heli services in the the accident. B i
= = >, ty tate. n June 7, a helicopter
gaps in state’s chopper ?"Elle | On May 8, six people crash-lanmded in the {
e . ane v lost their lives while onc Badasu area o
A Aviamon G Chat was severely injured when Rudraprayag district
a helicopter ferryin ril- shortly after taking off
grims to Gangorri shrine from ‘Sirsi helipad. The
crashed near Gangnani in helicopter, carryving five 3
Uttarkashi. The accident F-‘ rims to Kedarnath,
| | occurred at around 8.3 T departed from t
| | AM and the dead included Sirsi hellpad. The fail of
{ five passengers and the the hclicopter broke off
i g:]ol. of the elicopter. On during the landing but no
1 a2y 12, the passengers on one was injured in the ac-
I board a helicopter had a cident. #
miraculous escape when Social activist and
th ilot lost control founder of the social de- - /

velopment for communi-
S)  foundation

| in Badrinath. The blade of ties (S>>

the helicopter struck a ve- Anoo? MNautiyal said that
= ot e R IIT hicle of the aviation com- the fifth helicopter acci-
foeoratime fox e ymtee gany on the helicopter. dent in the o Dham
e imilgrly on May 17. an Yatra this year raises.ques-

air amWulance ( Sanjecvni) tion on the safety . =

of All dia Institute o cols.
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Toddler among 7 killed as Kedarnath n
hopper crashes amid bad weather ~d

ot killed in Kedarnath
ash was Army veteran

2nd Fatal Crash
This Season [Mipatle gt ife Serving As 7 LOST T0 THE SIIES
et [ Lt Col, MOM Of [ captai eaueersngh 2

-Mnth-Old Twins | ;bacediiot retiea -

Dishank Purohit | rm Lo m;m' |..:|'m¢h' R\.‘.’.{mm 41

& T L 41;
Lt terrain; joined Aryan homemaker wife

comj

. Dehradun/Jaipur: Among Aviation in Oct 2024; father of Shraddha Jalswal, 35;

{ the seven killed in ‘h‘alkhel:i 4-month-old twins daughter Kashi, 23 mont
sopter crashiTiear Gaurilun Vikram Rawat, 47: Singh family (Bijnor,
on the Kedarnath route on | s Hesn o (Ukhimath), Uttar Pradesh):

Sunday was the pilot, 37-year- Rudraprayag; employee Pilgrim Vinod Devi, 66;

old Lt Colonel (Retd) Rajveer of Badrinath-Kedarnath "] | granddau Tusht!

Singh Chouhan from Jaipur Temple Committee; & 2

After serving in the Army long-time temple staff

for over 1r6“)aa:.u sln:; 2009, present during Char Dham yatra

Chouhan gun care-

er in civil aviation just eight  next chapter of his life,” said  the Bell 407 helicopter-

‘\months ago, joining Aryan a family friend. “The twins As news of his dedth ca-

wviation Private Limited, the hrwughtwm‘gh)g:m;:a;a- r&ma'tlmzn&mwwtg
chop- t! nt. No Ll

P m g ;!::uimr:i:ned :ommnl 80  mourn the loss of the former

officer who was descibed as

Takes Toll To 13 |

day'acrash This s thesecond.
fatal chopper crash durisg it i
T2 Gy Lo was scheduled to re- horrific would happen.
i s tohiswifealtCo  With over 2000 hours of calm, tenacious o
1o the Army, to celebrate experience,
ah o(!.hn!:m!nl.bﬂru had served in both the Regi- mmmm’:m-nr—
mm rurmber G Jaipes ths ago. As his fat-  ment of Artillery and the Ar-  hand on Sunday ing to
i te, Singh, prepared my Aviation Corps. He had  bringback his
2t Sk for the celebfations, the fami- uri;,.dmom ne extensive ul;:.l- Prelim| - wuthemr
o ni h opera’ h
me t Chouhak 11 aviation safety, aircraft mal have con ted to the
i e i a:‘wl‘::i?.tflu::d l:lrﬂ ms% tenance, and miss o 1 crash. ?‘LIE;;.? m:‘nﬂgm heli-
rtl ke-off. ryan  copter
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Sunday Pre-  demk of Jaipur, died in the  Singh, 18, bot from UF; Raj- Rescue teams from SORF -1
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‘Pvt helicopter crashes

ors are sl
This is v.he fourth accident
in nth..

gather near a Kednr

\1n state, 4th 111 a month [

| off 1 en route 1o the ‘an emergency
Kedn v was
e m;ur‘n:;::- :m'l'-n tions arc conilnuing as per made a
on the due toa ule,” she said. near lhc
techni On May 17. a hell-ambulance
“The per was carrying  from ATIMS fleesh that had
six people, including the pllot mmm-mmﬂ' T
i passengers are sate The distross a¢

PSuding eompxeuson

back, and has been taken tothe &

on his  landing near the Kedarnath hel-

'Itcd-rmn\ lw
. on August 31 wi en
s belng adr-

Titeed to Chamolt = Ganehar by

Force MI-17 chop-

hﬂlp.l:‘l;-rur wreatment.” Chau- Al :'hrl::d Indlvldun'lsngr: [g"‘;: r:‘::E’:ﬂc.m mcia)
broke in the incident as l| :ul- ﬁ’:.'l"’"fm:’ﬁ'\'?&i?a gfon Development Authw
lided Dﬂﬂ:ﬂi car parked o the helico) rlh‘)k: during the g.:sﬂﬂ.) D'.h.being“ =g
| ““l‘:jtuul:;y said cfforts were On May 12, anel il e ar S TR Gh’ .
| per Trom the road to restors ?:;:E::c‘::;;rwly averting a  crashed in Kedarnarh, plw:'on

M ttarakhand Civil Aviation
Authority

Development
(UCADA) CEC Sonika

8. six people were  bosrd,
icopte

"y
lc.m:u Bﬂ:r: hell

UCADA had written to the
1 of ctvil a

by her first name) said the
Srate General of Civil Avi-

ation (DGCA) has
informed

abou
~The rest of the shuttle

Char Dham
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been O May 24 last year, a chop-
per belonging to Kestrel Avia-
tion and carrying six ﬂl‘xrlrnn
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Kedar sanctuary
disturb wildlife’

Tenofl
Dehradun: Residents of Sag-

h
helicopters bypassing the de- -
=

the Bast,

rectives
and noise levels fo

the National Green
Freibunnal (NGT) had issued di-
Fulating altituds
r chopper
movement in Kedarnath aic-

pace to safeguard i

ts biodi-

versity. According tothe Wild-
life Insatitute of Indi
T

o CWIID,

Peras must fly at a mind-

darnath Wildlife Sanctunry
CEWIELS), roare
such as the anow leopard (vl
norable), musk deer (endang-
eraed), and Himalayan tahe
(near threatened) —all listed
on the IMTCH Rod Liat.
WVillagers, including socinal
worker Satendea Rawat, @oi
helicopters pass over thoeir

hurting religious sentiments,

specinlly when they fly di-
mcrly nbhove Ruclrnn.nth terng-
1e. en humans are affec-

udranath temple

within the KWILS limits. In

mum altitude of 600m (2,000
and their noise should not
exceed SOdecibels. The WILre-
port said the continuous So- -
undof choppers overhoad for-
coed several wildlife species in
thesanctuary toshift thelir ac- o
tivity patterns to crepusculas
factive during twilight> or
nocturnal routines.

= Tarun. divisional forest
officer D WIS, aaid,

“We will monjtor mituation,
and legal action will be taken
against any violations.*

The portals of the Rudra-
nath temple opened on May
168. Locals believe the chop-
pers are operating acrial to-
urs across the Panoch Kedars
pilgrimage circuit—Kedar-
nath, Tungnath, Rudranath,
Madhyamaheshwar, and K
peshwar—which may be pro-

mpting chopper operator:
take shortcuts and iner
the number of sorties

www.sdcuk.in
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| eﬁ;ﬁ% Helicopter couldn’t land due

near Kedar, close shave for 3
Kautitys Singh ‘Deity dis pleased, halt i

2

. - .
scientific reasons behind a hn al ﬂ" al
as @timesofindia.com mishap, but at the same time, to tec lc lssue, Say 0 lCI S
ree petal showers on Badri® oneshould not ignorereligio:
m- Dehradun: A Sanjeevani air ¢ us beliefs. We strongly oppo- ¥ Continued from P 1 H:05am. a Sanjeevani Heli
[ ambulance deployed by Al [ yriests urged the govt to re- t sed the {lving of & chopper \ Ambulancesircraftdepart-  provide rapid, lifesaving
»ed | IMS-Rishikesh crashianded | religious traditions : a over Badrinath on May 4, Tyue to a technical is- ed for Kedarnath Dham. support to acci-
" = when the portals of the shri- sue, the belicopter Thehelicopter carriedapi.  dent victims and patients
o | hear the Kedarnath heliped  and halt belicopterbasedpet. | § o were opened. Lord Badi. couldn't land at the Iok,an omergencymedicine  indifficulttorratar
wo . afteritstail hit the ground du- over Badrinath, | B nath is in & meditative pose, and attempted a  doctor, and & nursing offl- A postfrom theoificialX
ith . ring landing around 11:50am three. relat- | @ and loud nolse should not be  landing - the adjacent cer, ¥ it handle of the Rudraprayag
e on Saturday The three onbo-  edincidents. They argued that | allowed. People have great fa- fround, where the tail made a touchdown before district
o ard — the pilot, a doctor, and suchacts “disruptthesanctity @ po ith in the divine; therefore,  brokeofl.” Choubey sald. landing. Fortunately all "A major accident was
. nursing stafl — escaped un- of the shrine and could pro- e & lP_ry&mrthumch:ﬂ" wmmm- Ml~ three—pilot, mﬁ._'.m mummm:pm
fee : hurt Theair - Lo 1 | dngerorannoytheanmighty”  conducied by.the Ditecis The Sanjoevani air am- am
B2 : been Lo alrlift Sri ™ J|udd=d""0|mim$':a- mmu:,dcwm ‘bulance has been provided  arriving for the rescue of
Po. devi, who was suffering . said, “We ?qqrw 2 quest |ohl.b¢ w;‘ is to avoid tion (DGCA) to determine mlAMﬂr:uhPrk_ nhuzi: fe iy mn
respiratory distress. ted ATIMS] an any such act for publicity the cause, ‘private . Prime. - nal to an emer-
g o tourism officer > M P which is not in ﬂcg:mm:cs An  AIMS-Rishikesh ter Narendra Modi had vir- landing due toa tech-
. e > | with tradition. Thére are press note quoted medical inaugurated the ini-  nical fault. pilot
o ; Bahul Choubey, also the heli : other ways of publicity™ He  su professor tiatiy 29, terming it mﬂyn‘:khm
s a._ ! dopler services m-charge for  WContinued on P2 ; Sy alsocitedarecentemorgency DrBSatyaSreeandheliam- the country'sfirst free hell- the fain
R ey hndinglchnppara:Ukh: bulance nodal officer Dr helipad. All enboard’ are
1

mathjdue to bad weather. Unival a savina e

Divine displeasure? Priests link
chopper mishaps to ‘deity’s anger’

‘Avoid Acts For  GHOPPER MISHAPS
Publicity As It ON KEDARNATH
Doesn’t Align ROUTE flllc: 2010
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Safety
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companies are purch < f
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to technical issue, say officials

h Sati, general se-
of the Uttarak
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